www.friendshipforcedenver.org

HIGHLIGHTS
Presidents’ Letters
Page 2-3
Social Event
Page 4
Board Members
Pages 5 - 8
Calendar
Page 11
Facebook.com/friendshipforceof Denver

Facebook.com/friendshipforceofdenver

Facebook.com/friendshipforceofDenver
ABOUT THE CLUB
Friendship Force Denver usually rents
event space from and meets at
Calvary Baptist Church, 6500 E. Girard
Avenue, Denver 80224 at 6:45 pm the
second Tuesday of Jan - May and Sept
– Nov. In-person events have been
cancelled for the time being; see our
website and this newsletter for current
information.
www.friendshipforcedenver.org
Come visit and bring your friends!
CLUB OFFICERS
President . . . . . . . . . . . Gerry Forney
gerald.forney@gmail.com

Vice President . . . . . . Ilene Americus
iamericus-denver@yahoo.com
Secretary . . . . . . . . . Heidi McKelrath
heidileem@aol.com
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . Irene Ludwig
ireneludfor@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor. . . . . . Carol Coriell
carolcoriell@gmail.com
Newsletter submissions are welcome
and are due on the 24th of the month.

JANUARY, 2021
JANUARY PROGRAM MEETING via Zoom
Tuesday, January 12
6:30 p.m. Social Hour
6:45 p.m. Business Meeting
7:00 p.m. Program
NOSTALGIC COLORADO LANDMARKS
Please join us to meet
Deena Mangan and to
reminisce with her about
her early days in
Colorado. She will share
photos from the 1960s to
the present.

Deena is a native of Colorado and she graduated from
Northglenn High School, Class of 1970. Their 50-year
reunion in 2020 had to be postponed until 2021 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Deena was disappointed to learn that
no one was in charge, so she stepped up as Chairperson.
The result was a slideshow of nostalgic archived photos of
Colorado from the 1960s to the present including Colorado
landmarks everyone will remember.
This slideshow will be presented via Zoom in an interactive
format. We hope you will jump in and share your memories
as they come up. Whether you are a native or not, you will
enjoy seeing how Colorado has changed from then to now.
Deena joined FFD in January, 2020 and will serve on the
board in 2021. Her years of experience in the information
technology field, working both in systems and in sales, will
be a valuable addition to the board.
Non-members visiting our website may request a link to the
meeting by sending an email to: ffdboard@gmail.com.

OUTGOING CO-PRESIDENTS, Cecil Roberts and Mike Tanner

My first year as co-president is nearly over. It has been a fun and worthwhile experience. Although I have had
two previous years’ experience as club president, I have never shared the job with another person. I enjoyed
working with Mike; we got along very well and focused on what needed to be done.
We were supported by an experienced and competent Board of Directors. These people knew the ropes and
did not need much direction.
The only challenge we had was that darned virus. The principal attraction of FF is our relationship with other
cultures, they visit us; we visit them. This has not been possible the last 10 months. Our national headquarters
has done its best to hold things together; it will be interesting to see how it all works out. We have a team of
dedicated competent people, but we are not the only ones in the cultural exchange business. The trials of the
last several months will sort out some survivors. There is certainly a big need for our programs; we just have
to make them attractive to the inexperienced.
Mike and I are leaving the club in good hands. I look forward with confidence to Gerry's service as our
president. I know he has a good Board of Directors. If we can only survive the impact of an
international pandemic we can get back to doing what we do best—making international friendships.
I joined this club in the summer of 1991. It is surprising how little time it takes to get a year older.

Cecil Roberts

I want to thank my co-president Cecil Roberts for his guidance and cooperation this past year. His knowledge
of club policies and rules helped make my job much easier. Thanks also to the officers and board members
who have worked so hard to keep our club going smoothly. This coming year will bring new challenges and
opportunities. I look forward to seeing our new officers and board members guiding us through 2021.
Thanks,

Mike Tanner
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INCOMING PRESIDENT, GERRY FORNEY
Thanks for choosing me to be your club
president for 2021. I now wear three hats with
the club, since I am also the webmaster and
the acting program chairman.
I also got a Santa hat for Christmas. My
COVID-19 beard looked so good that my
daughter Anne decided I needed to be a virtual
Santa for COVID-19 Christmas. So, let me
wish you a happy socially-distanced holiday
season!
For better or worse, you are going to be
hearing a lot from me, and I hope that I do not
wear out your patience.
Friendship Force Denver needed a new webmaster when Anita Smith moved to Arizona. Anita helped me
learn the webpage part of the job. We use a web program called Wild Apricot, and I am gradually learning
how to use it. This has been a great learning opportunity.
Pat Kaplan was the program chairman and had been doing an excellent job of arranging in-person speakers
for our monthly meetings. Then COVID-19 changed everything. Our problems started in March when our
speaker was a no-show due to confusion about the date. Instead of a program, we had a social hour, and
joked nervously about the new disease. Should we shake hands or hug or bump elbows? What was going to
happen next?
Calvary Baptist closed their building, so our April meeting was cancelled. Nancy Crocker had some experience
with new software called Zoom, so she helped move the club meeting and the board meeting onto Zoom. The
board decided to go to an all-virtual format until in-person meetings could resume. I was the speaker for the
Zoom meeting on June 9th and then took over as acting program chairperson and Zoom meeting host.
Zoom is certainly no substitute for in-person meetings, but it does have certain advantages. Many of our
members have moved out of Denver, but with Zoom they can still participate in club activities. Many of us no
longer want to drive at night but we still want to be active in the club. I am in the go-go phase of retirement,
so I am spending time with my family in Florida, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. Zoom allows me to travel
(responsibly) and still be club president. I will be a virtual president for what has become a virtual club. For
the time being, FFD exists only in cyberspace, but we all hope this will change soon.
Another advantage is that we can attract speakers on Zoom who cannot speak at an in-person meeting. In
some ways, this has simplified the job of the program chairman. But we all miss the fellowship and good food
that characterized our meetings in the past. Luree Miller has tried to provide virtual fellowship by moving the
MLB (Munch Lunch Bunch) from restaurants to cyberspace. Restaurants are certainly more fun than Zoom
cocktail hours, but we all appreciate her efforts in these difficult times.
Many organizations will not survive this pandemic. Friendship Force Denver has a good chance to be one of
the survivors. We have an adequate membership base, a good board and leadership, a strong program of
virtual activities, an outstanding newsletter, and excellent financial resources. I think we are going to make it,
and I look forward to the day when we can resume our normal pre-COVID-19 activities.
Gerry Forney

It’s a New Year! And new hope and optimism are on the horizon!
The next MUNCH LUNCH BUNCH is also on the horizon!! Join us for HAPPY HOUR TRIVIA
NIGHT #3 later this month!
It couldn’t be easier – stay home, pour yourself a glass of your favorite beverage, maybe grab a
yummy munchie, and Zoom with us! And, as always, there may or may not be a prize for the
winner!
Date and time: Friday, January 22nd at 5 p.m. Zoom details to follow later (so stay tuned).
Any questions? Contact either Luree Miller (415-215-3770 or lureemiller@mac.com) or Gerry Forney
(303-653-3475 or gerald.forney@gmail.com).
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WELCOME TO THE FRIENDSHIP FORCE DENVER
2021 BOARD
President, Gerry Forney
When I was 12 years old, I became fascinated with caves and cave exploration. My
love for caving led to an interest in travel, archeology, and geology. I studied geology
in Philadelphia and Chicago, and met my wife, Irene Ludwig, through the caving club
in Chicago. We took an extended honeymoon in 1976 and hiked most of the
Appalachian Trail (1300 miles of 2200 miles). We moved to Denver in 1977 when I
took a geology job with an oil company. One of the first people that I met in Denver
was Dave Bentzin. He was the president of a geology group, and he recruited me to
be the treasurer and membership chairman (and later president).
A few years later, Dave recruited Irene and me as early members of Friendship Force Denver. Cavers have a
tradition of home-hosting each other, so we comfortable having near-strangers in our house. We hosted
many times in the early years, but never went on an out-bound journey. Over the years, we have also hosted
Japanese high school teachers, botanic artists, cavers, soccer referees, and all sorts of other people.
We waited until after we retired to go on our first outbound exchange. In 2016, we went to Miyagi (Sendai)
and Shizuoka, Japan with FFD. This journey gave us the motivation to become active in the Friendship Force
of Denver club again.
Vice-President Ilene Americus
I have been a member of Friendship Force since 2012 when I joined friends in the DC
club on a trip to Azerbaijan. The experience was so much fun that I joined the Denver
club. Traveling has always been a big part of my life both for business and pleasure. But
I am now at the point where it wouldn’t bother me never to see another church,
cathedral, temple, stupa, or shrine.
The beauty of FF is that you truly get to know the people who live in the cities and
countries we visit and see their homes through their eyes. They introduce us to their culture and the places
and people that they consider to be unique or important. I enjoy hosting Ambassadors and have participated
in and led several Journeys. I previously served on the Board as Secretary, and am looking forward to again
working with a great group in 2021.
Secretary, Heidi McKelrath
I am a world traveler with a bachelor’s degree from the University of Colorado in
International Affairs and a master’s degree in Global Management from the University of
Phoenix. I am currently employed as the Tax Administrator for the City of Sheridan,
Colorado. Starting in middle school, I chose to study Russian rather than the traditional
French or Spanish. I also studied German in high school and college. My family has hosted
many international students over the years. My own travels have included both western
and eastern Europe, South America, Canada, and Mexico. I had attended Friendship
Force meetings with my friend and former co-worker, Cindy Tanner, so I was familiar with FF and how it
operates. When Cindy showed me a trip she was taking to Moscow and St Petersburg in 2019, I knew it was
time to join! I took my first FF journey with the San Francisco Bay Area Club to Russia. It was an amazing
experience and I look forward to taking more journeys. I am serving my second year as club secretary.

2021 BOARD, continued
Treasurer, Irene Ludwig
In 1933, my father and some of his friends drove an old truck from Slovakia to Egypt,
about 2,500 miles. As a child, I was fascinated by his picture album of the pyramids and
the Sphinx and camels. My family came to the United States in 1950 as refugees, so we
were never able to travel until I was in high school. After high school in Chicago, I studied
computer programming and worked for software and manufacturing companies in the
early years of the computer revolution. A fellow employee was active in an outing club,
and he invited me to join the group in caving, canoeing, hiking, and rock climbing.
In 1973, I met my future husband, Gerry Forney, at a cavers’ party, and we decided to attend a caving
convention in Slovakia and Hungary. This was my first opportunity to visit my parents’ homeland and be
hosted by people and relatives I’d never met! I could speak Hungarian, but my speech and vocabulary were
pre-WWII and very old-fashioned.
We got married in 1976 and moved to North Dakota and then to Denver. I studied business and computer
science at the University of Colorado, and received an MBA. I worked in the computer business for more than
45 years, retiring from the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in 2012. Cavers have a tradition of
hospitality, so we almost always had guests in our home in Capitol Hill. Our two daughters showed up in
1983 and 1986, and they grew up surrounded by former strangers (who quickly became friends). The girls
share our love of travel. With my business programming background, I have previously served several nonprofit organizations as treasurer. I am looking forward to my time as treasurer for Friendship Force of Denver.
Director, Jeannette Armbrustmacher
I have been a FFD member since 2014.The New Zealand exchange and the Australian
Outback Exchange cemented my commitment to membership in FFD. I coordinated the
Orlando Journey (and home hosted two Ambassadors), home hosted for the Canadian
Journey, and have day hosted every Journey available to our club. I taught music in
American schools in Maracaibo, Venezuela (2 years) and Berlin (1 year). My Austrian
"sister" (my family hosted a ICYE high school exchange student) and I have maintained
our friendship. I attended her 50th wedding anniversary in Tulln (near Vienna), Austria.
We subsequently travelled to Innsbruck for a week. It's enlightening to gain increased awareness of the
refugee crisis by being with people who are personally affected by world decisions. This is why Friendship
Force is critical to world understanding.
Director, Carol Coriell
I moved to Denver from Santa Barbara in 1978 when my husband was transferred. I
became the Denver representative for a Los Angeles company specializing in commercial
window coverings. For fun we traveled the U.S., Canada, and a bit of Mexico in our
motorhome, and also entertained exchange visitors and traveled overseas. We joined FF
Denver in 2010, and were delighted to find an exchange to Santa Barbara in the
planning stage. We joined the outbound group, had an incredible experience with very
friendly hosts, and were sold on the concept. I have been editor and producer of the newsletter for ten years,
and have served on the Board since 2013. I am looking forward to continuing my work with FFD, and was
delighted to be able to participate in the FFI Festival at Sea in 2019, and the World Conference in Boulder later
that year.
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2021 BOARD, continued
Director, Steve Crocker
I grew up in Denver after living as a child in Japan and France, where my father was a
colonel in the US Air Force. In 2009 I retired from Qwest, where I’d worked as a
technical writer. Before that, I taught English in private schools in New Hampshire and
Colorado and reviewed books for the Denver Post. I’m on the board of directors of the
Baroque Chamber Orchestra of Colorado and have served on the board of our local
homeowners’ organization.
My wife Nancy and I are keen travelers and have been Friendship Force members for
four years. We’ve hosted ambassadors from France, Australia, Canada, North Carolina and California, as well
as visitors from Turkmenistan and the Ukraine. We’ve been hosted by Friendship Force members in France,
Peru, Germany, and Belgium. We feel fortunate to have made so many friends, thanks to this wonderful
association.
Director, Marilyn Larkin
I grew up appreciating Friendship Force, since my parents were charter members of the
Wichita, KS club and often traveled and hosted with the club. While working at IBM, I
was fortunate to be able to join FF KS exchanges to China and Poland in the 90s. After
retiring, I moved to Denver in 2013 to be with Bob Matzen and we were happy to find
our Denver club. We’ve enjoyed exchanges to Australia, Belgium and Germany; and
have loved hosting ambassadors from numerous countries. Without a doubt, the
friendships we’ve made locally and internationally have been the highlight of our club
membership. I am looking forward to a post-COVID-19 world when we can renew friendships and be out and
about in the world again!!
Director, Deena Mangan
I am excited to serve as a director to help revitalize FF subsequent to the pandemic.
My career brings knowledge and experience to the board, ranging from corporate
sales in technology to building two small tech service businesses. I first retired in my
50s, then returned to a corporate career in banking and financial services as an
Operations Analyst after the crash in 2008. I am an alumnus of the University of
Northern Colorado, class of 1974. I attended high school in Northglenn, and as a
native Coloradan have always kept the Denver area as my home base.
After graduating from UNC, my career began with processing trains in and out for Burlington Northern
Railroad, where I was put on the transition team upgrading the process from card readers to CRT input. I
followed this tech path into IT sales, because I enjoyed tech and the independence of traveling a territory and
working directly with clients. And, it paid for my adventurous solo travel where I took chunks of time in
between jobs to roam the world, fueled by my thirst after voraciously reading National Geographic during high
school. It was the 70s, after all, and as an independent career-minded woman, my yearning was for freedom,
and a travel lifestyle. I suppose the downside of my independence was not having a family, but I have never
regretted following my heart.
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2021 BOARD, continued
Past Presidents

Past Co-President Mike Tanner
I joined FF in 2004, after member Pat LaMoe introduced me and my wife Cindy to the
organization. Cindy’s first trip to Germany and the Czech Republic sold us on FF.
Since then we have hosted small group dinners, summer picnics, a New Year’s party,
and domestic and international exchange guests.

In 2012 I served as the president of the Denver club, and had the opportunity to attend
the international conference in Hiroshima. In addition, I have gone on memorable
exchanges to England, Uganda, Kenya, and Russia. Last summer, Cindy and I hosted
a Japanese and a Russian-American guest after the international conference in Boulder. I feel that FF is an
organization that offers many opportunities to expand our knowledge of the world around us.
Past Co-President Cecil Roberts
After a time in the Army and over 30 years as a natural resource manager, I
retired. Dave Bentzin introduced my wife and me to friendship Force in the summer of
1991. Our first exchange was to Japan in November of that year. Japan remains my
favorite place to visit, and I have been there at least six additional times.
Since 1991 I have held several assignments in the club. Program chair, secretary a few
times, exchange director a few times, board member several times, and president
twice. I have always had a good time doing worthwhile things with worthwhile people. I have been pretty
dormant the last few years but have decided to resume a more active profile.

“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens
can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”
Margaret Meade
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DECEMBER PROGRAM SUMMARY
The Santaland Diaries

by Steve Crocker

“I’m going to have you fired!” (Angry parent to
Crumpet, the Santaland elf).
“Well, I’m going to have you killed.” (Crumpet’s
retort, spoken silently).
Not in the Christmas spirit, you could say. And
this is the point. The Santaland Diaries, the
satiric monologue by David Sedaris from 25
years ago, is about who we all are in life. It
shows how human nature tends to break into
the carefully curated spaces we create for
ourselves and our children.
Interior monologue, which is what Crumpet
would like to say, but dares not, is tossed
together with what’s spoken out loud in this
tinseled world by children, parents, and Crumpet
himself.
The result is a very funny cascade of thoughts,
wishes, commands, conversations, and wry
observations – all from the point of view of the
narrator, a Christmas elf named Crumpet. (Or,
more accurately, the seasonal worker at Macy’s
in New York City who’s dressed up as Crumpet).
In the original, this was Sedaris himself,
woefully admitting, “I’m a 33-year-old man
applying for a job as an elf.” The monologue is
taken directly from his experience playing
Crumpet for several weeks in the 1990s at the
famous department store.
This confusing and contradictory place was rendered beautifully by Geoffrey Kent in his performance. Mr. Kent
is a skilled actor and he conveyed the emotions of everyone involved – joy, wonder, excitement, impatience,
flashes of anger – with force and economy.
There are some differences between his elf and the Sedaris original. His Crumpet is happier, more obliging.
The Sedaris elf is edgier. He has a grievance, which comes across in Sedaris’ voice. He is, distinctly, a big city
elf. He has a chip on his shoulder. Mr. Kent’s elf is more of an everyman elf. His beef with his condition is
milder. He’s still funny, but without the bite.

continued on page 10
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DECEMBER PROGRAM SUMMARY
The Santaland Diaries, continued from page 9
Watching the performance, we came to realize that the gig of being a Christmas elf requires you to shed part
of your adult self and become, in effect, a kind of wise child in tights and jerkin, in tune with the needs of
children from two to six years of age. You have to go back in time to your own remembered childhood. Which
is part of what Christmas is about. But more than this, you must be kind, friendly, perky, and helpful. Where
the kids are hesitant or afraid, you must be reassuring and gently firm. At least, that’s the idea.
If Crumpet is a guide into a fantasy world created for children, the adults are always (sometimes
unfortunately) present. “Rachel, sit on that man’s lap now, and smile, or I’ll give you something to smile
about!”
The short and peppy elves at Macy’s do what they can to mediate between the generations. No easy job.
Mr. Kent’s performance reminded us that Santaland is a state of mind as much as a physical place. There’s
expectation and wonder and excitement, and also the willing suspension of disbelief we all have at the movies.
Most of the kids know, or partly know, that they’re in a place where reality has been displaced by a show.
Which is fine, because here a wish, any wish, can be safely spoken into a kindly listening ear.
The elves soften the overpowering physical presence of a large, white-bearded older man dressed in bright red
get-up with huge black boots. They ease the way into this magic world with its towering magic tree. They
spread over the scene the luster of warmth and companionship. Of course, they make mistakes.
The sometimes not-so-nice reality is registered. Crumpet sees all. “Women without chins, men with big ears.”
Parents can be tyrants. One place in Santaland is known by the elves as “vomit corner.”
Mr. Kent made all this vivid and touching to us – the entire mad, beautiful, flawed, hilarious, and contradictory
world of Santaland at Macy’s, a microcosm of our society.
Thank you, Geoffrey!
Editor’s note: This presentation was enjoyed by 49 guests. I think we are finally catching on to Zoom!
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CALENDAR 2021
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

MEMBER NEWS
JAN 5

JANUARY PROGRAM
JAN 12
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
MEMORY LANE with Deena Mangan
Virtual meeting via Zoom
MLB TRIVIA HAPPY HOUR
Friday, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

JAN 22

BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

FEB 2

FEBRUARY PROGRAM
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

FEB 9

BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

MAR 2

MARCH PROGRAM
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

MAR 9

BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

APR 6

APRIL PROGRAM
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

APR 13

BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

MAY 4

MAY PROGRAM
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

MAY 11

Zoom links are sent out in advance of the
meeting by webmaster Gerry Forney. They
are sent from Friendship Force Denver.
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Ilene Americus has just endured a bout with
COVID-19, but has recovered well and tested
negative.
Former member Mike Summers received a
long-awaited kidney transplant on Dec. 23rd
and is recovering well. He now lives in
Poulsbo, WA, and can be reached at 303-3041485 or emichaelsummers@gmail.com.

OPEN WORLD
The Open World Leadership Center has
planned a Town Hall specifically for
interested Friendship Force members on
Wednesday, January 13, at 11:30 MST.
Register at
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZAvd-urrjgtH9x7viSDcK5R_hP13BYyfEZl
After registering, you will receive a
confirmation email with a link to join the
meeting.

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
A current printable membership directory has
been posted to the website. To access it, go
to www.friendshipforcedenver.org and log in.
Click on the Members tab. Click on
Membership List in PDF Format. You will find
a printer icon at the top right of the page. If
you would like a printed copy and don’t have
a printer, contact Carol Coriell, 303-979-4128
or carolcoriell@gmail.com.
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