www.friendshipforcedenver.org

HIGHLIGHTS
President’s Letter
Journeys
Social
Calendar

Pages 2 - 3
Page 4
Page 13
Page 13

Friendship Force of Denver
https://www.facebook.com/friend
shipforceofdenver

ABOUT THE CLUB
We are resuming in-person
meetings!
We convene at our usual meeting
place, Calvary Baptist Church,
6500 E. Girard Avenue, Denver
80224 at 6:45 p.m. You must wear
a mask if you are not vaccinated.
We will not be serving food. Feel
free to bring your own snacks.
See up-to-date information on our
website:
www.friendshipforcedenver.org
Come visit and bring your friends!
CLUB OFFICERS
President . . . . . . . . . . . Gerry Forney
Vice President . . . . . . Ilene Americus
Secretary . . . . . . . . . Heidi McKelrath
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . Irene Ludwig

Newsletter Editor. . . . . . Carol Coriell
Newsletter submissions are welcome
and are due on the 24th of the month.
To contact us, please send an email to
ffdboard@gmail.com

NOVEMBER, 2021

NOVEMBER PROGRAM
TUES. NOVEMBER 9, 6:45 p.m. IN PERSON!
TONY HILLERMAN WAS RIGHT:
NEW MEXICO CASTS A SPELL
Sara Frances, photojournalist, is
an awarded Master Photographic
Craftsman.
Join us as she shares her vision of
the arts of Taos and the
surrounding area, and introduces
us to her award-winning book.

Obsession with opera, Native American drum music, vinyl
recordings, and historic preservation by her parents were her
introduction at a young age to Georgia O’Keeffe country. They
stopped, listened, and loved the light. Hillerman wrote of the spell
of the west; even as a kid in the late 50s she fell for it. This slim
and challenging land gets under your skin, and you must return,
because while it remains stubbornly, romantically, the same, decade
after decade, somehow it is eternally new with new discoveries to
enthrall. Over time, she realized she had hundreds of historic
photographs from the region; it was time to make a book, which
was published independently this spring. It’s called Fragments of

Spirit: 60 Years: A Photographer’s Recollections of Taos Pueblo, the
Region and its Arts. There is no need of far-flung travel for thought
provoking culture, scenes and relationships.
Coffee table books are available autographed, $65 including a $5
donation to FF Denver. Soft bound edition, autographed, $30
includes $2 donation to FF Denver. There will be some at the
meeting should a member wish to take a book home that night.

FROM THE PRESIDENT, Gerry Forney
INTERNET PRIVACY AND AVOIDING SCAMS
In September, the Friendship Force Denver board decided that we will no longer
publish email addresses or phone numbers in our monthly newsletter. In the
past, we have always listed email addresses for our club officers on the first page
of the newsletter, and when giving directions for making reservations.
However, the world of the internet is changing, and the board has agreed that
contact information needs to become private. We hope that this will help protect
our members from various internet scams. If you need to contact board
members, send an email to the club email address (ffdboard@gmail.com). This address is monitored every
day, and your request will be forwarded to the appropriate board member, committee chair, or officer.
Now let’s talk about some scams that might result from having your email address printed in our newsletter
(or elsewhere on the web). I am sure that you have received some already.
The message may say there’s something wrong with your Amazon or Apple account. It could be a suspicious
purchase, a lost package, or an order they can’t fulfill, but you don’t remember ordering anything. This is a
scam, and you should not respond or click on the email message. If you have questions call Amazon or Apple
directly.
Someone from “Microsoft” calls and says that you have a virus, and you must contact the company, or you will
lose access to all your data. This is a scam, and you should delete the email.
As board members of Friendship Force Denver, we are being regularly being attacked by the “boss scam.”
Someone reads our newsletter, and they see the names and email addresses of the club officers. They start
with an email from a scammer that is posing as your boss (or your minister or the president of your Friendship
Force club). The email address is like your boss’ email address, but it is slightly different. Think Gmail instead
of Yahoo.
The scam email says something like:
"Hi, Carol. I want to send some gifts to some selected staff. Even though we all put in our best to move this
organization forward, some individuals really stand out, and I want to surprise them in my own way. Can you
help me purchase some Amazon gift cards today?”
“Hi, Irene. I need you to do some work for me. I need some Google Play cards. Can you get some at the
store right now? I need four $200 cards to give to needy cancer patients. Please scratch the back and text
me a picture at this phone number.”
It is hard to believe that anyone falls for this sort of scam, but a scammer attacked our church several months
ago, and gullible members bought and sent a thousand dollars in gift cards.
Here are some ways to tell if you are being scammed:
They contact you by email or text. They ask for money or gift cards.
DO NOT SEND GIFT CARDS TO ANYONE! THIS IS ALWAYS A SCAM!
They want your personal information.

continued

INTERNET PRIVACY AND AVOIDING SCAMS continued
Since Irene has a different last name, the scammers read the FFD newsletter but do not realize that we are
married. We immediately realize that someone is trying to scam us. However, the attempted scams remind
us that we need to be vigilant all the time. Our demographic is particularly vulnerable because most of us
grew up trusting and helping each other.
So how do we resist scams? The first step is to try to protect personal information, which is what Friendship
Force Denver is doing. The second step is to talk about scams with our friends, because we care about them,
and do not want them to be victimized. That is the real reason I am writing this article.
As members of Friendship Force, we value openness and friendship, which means we are rarely cynical. But it
is important not to be naïve when it comes to requests for money. You should remember the slogan of the
working journalist: “If your mother says she loves you, you better check it out.”
Gerry Forney

WELCOME TO THE 2022 BOARD
Elections for the 2022 term took place at the Annual Meeting on October 12th.
The following people were elected and have agreed to serve as Directors & Officers of the club for the
2022 term:
Gerry Forney- President
Ilene Americus- Vice President
Irene Ludwig- Treasurer
Heidi McKelrath- Secretary
Jeannette Armbrustmacher- Director
Carol Coriell- Director
Steve Crocker- Director
Luree Miller- Director
Cecil Roberts- Director
We all look forward to working together to make Friendship Force Denver a strong, viable club.

YOUR NEWSLETTER NEEDS HELP!
We all enjoy and benefit from the program summaries that are published each month in the
newsletter, and are grateful to Steve Crocker for a year’s worth of excellent articles and to Sandy
Villareal and Luree Miller for recent articles.
Now we need some other writers to step up and volunteer, either for a limited term or for occasional
contributions. Otherwise, this feature will no longer be possible. Please contact Carol Coriell, Newsletter
Editor.
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2022 JOURNEYS
FF Denver is working on developing a Vaccination Policy for our Journeys and
events. A committee has been formed to formulate our stance on health issues. If
you would like to participate in developing this policy, please contact Ilene
Americus, Luree Miller or Jeanette Armbrustmacher. Look for this policy to be
released in the near future.

SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW COLORADO!
INBOUND

Try, try again! Our February Munch Lunch Bunch will, for the fourth time, morph into a
“Munch Punch Bunch” Happy Hour to sponsor a Know Your State Trivia Quiz.

International
Shizuoka
Japan:
FFDthe
stillgrowing
hopes tolist
host
in May/June
of 2022.
Become
the winner
and join
of Shizuoka
previousJapan
auspicious
winners:

Hopefully,
this
will firm up inMike
the next
few(December),
months. We need
to help plan
the Bob Settle
Ilene
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(November),
Tanner
and people
Pam Comello’s
guest
itinerary They
as wellcan
as home,
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welcome
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party at the end.
(January).
attest day,
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or mayand
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be a prize
volunteers. Irene Ludwig and Gerry Forney are the Journey Coordinators.

So, save the date for the fun:

Domestic
Raleigh,
NC: Raleigh
will5:30
visit Denver
FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY
19THNC
, AT
P.M. in September of 2022. We are currently

accepting volunteers to act as Coordinators for this Journey. Please contact Ilene
if you
are willing
AndAmericus
be on the
lookout
closertotoget
theinvolved.
date for Zoom details from Gerry Forney. As always, if

OUTBOUND
International
Bundaberg and Blue Mountains, Australia: Note that the
Australia Journey includes 2 different clubs for a 2 week Journey.

We will be visiting the Bundaberg and the Blue Mountain clubs of Australia in November
2022. Nancy Crocker and Heidi McKelrath are the Coordinators for this Journey. Planning
has begun. If you are interested in participating, please sign up at the next meeting or
contact Nancy or Heidi.

OTHER TRIPS
Visit www.friendshipforce.org to explore featured worldwide Journeys
available to all Friendship Force members.
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CHANGES IN FEES FROM FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL
Friendship Force International has changed its fee structure for Journeys starting in 2022. As you probably
know, FFI is implementing many changes in an attempt to overcome the financial impact of two years without
Journeys or events and declining membership.
How does that impact you? Friendship Force of Denver paid the 2021 renewal fees for all members on its rolls
in 2020. This was done because we had ample funds in our account and we didn’t want to ask members for
renewal funds during COVID. In addition, FFD made a substantial donation to FFI to help it cover 2021
expenses.
We are in the process of our 2022 membership renewal process. We would like
to thank everyone who has paid their $35 membership fee for 2022. If you
have not yet done so, please send the renewal form (following this page) with
a check to Irene Ludwig. Of the $35 renewal fee, $25 will be paid to FFI for
your annual club membership and our local club will retain $10 per person.
This amount will escalate in 2023 to $30 for FFI. FFD has not yet determined
what its 2023 dues will be.

Journey fee structures will also change in 2022. Instead of a flat fee to FFI, a
per diem fee of $25 per night will be assessed. This is regardless of whether
the Journey is domestic or international and where it begins or ends. This
means that for a 6 night Journey $150 will be paid to FFI. Additional fees to
cover costs to the Host club are usually another $150 plus travel expenses and
any out-of-the-ordinary event costs agreed on between clubs. Of course, FF
Journeys are still extremely reasonable because there are no hotel costs and
minimal dining expenses. And where else could you make lifelong friends?
Special Journeys such as cruises, FFI staff organized Journeys, Festivals or other events will have fees set by
FFI staff depending upon their amount of involvement. For example, the 2022 FFI Festival at Sea cruise from
Amsterdam has a $350 FFI fee.
Finally, FFI is asking each member to voluntarily donate $45 for 2022 to celebrate our 45 th anniversary as an
organization. The campaign is called $45 for 45 years of Friendship Force. You are welcome to submit a
donation to FFI but FFD is not collecting this money as part of your 2022 dues.
You can read the entire letter from Jeremi Snook, FFI President, at:
https://mailchi.mp/friendshipforce/member_updates_oct2021?e=7e136350fa
If you have any questions about the changes detailed above, please contact Ilene Americus.
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FRIENDSHIP FORCE DENVER
www.FriendshipForceDenver.org Membership 2022 Renewal Due 12/15/21
Date: ____________________
Membership $35 per person

$___________________

Replacement Badge $12 each

$___________________

Total Enclosed

$___________________ Payable to Friendship Force Denver

Members:
Last Name

First Name

Middle Name

Email Address

Last Name

First Name

Middle Name

Email Address

Please list additional household members on the back of this form and check this box
Home Address
City, State, Zip
Home Phone (_____)

Cell Phone (_____)

Cell Phone (_____)

Please bring your completed form and check made out to FFD to a meeting, or mail them to:
Irene Ludwig, 1290 High Street, Unit D, Denver, CO 80128
ffdboard@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________________
NAME BADGES: One free for each New Member. All others are $12 each.
The name on your FFD name badge will appear exactly as you PRINT it below:
______________________________________________________
First Name or Nickname
Last Name

Magnet Back

or Pin Back

______________________________________________________
First Name or Nickname
Last Name

Magnet Back

or Pin Back

Please list additional name badge request on the back of this form and check this box
(Continue on Reverse Side)
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS MARK AND JOYCE ELLYNE
Joyce and Mark recently discovered
Friendship Force when one of the
Windsor Gardens residents told Mark
about it at his yoga class. Many years
ago, Mark was a member of Servas
International, which is a similar type of
organization dedicated to “peace and
understanding through travel and
hosting.”
Both Mark and Joyce love to travel and
plan and believe that traveling is a key to
world peace and understanding.
Mark has visited over 50 countries while
Joyce has visited 39 countries. They now
live half of the year in Cape Town, South
Africa and the other half at Windsor
Gardens, Denver.

Mark is a retired senior economist from the International Monetary Fund, where he worked
for 25 years. More recently he retired as a professor of economics at the University of Cape
Town. Both of these jobs facilitated considerable travel around Africa for Mark.
Joyce is an education expert, who started in the Virginia school system and later worked at
the National Academy of Science, the Discovery Channel and the University of Cape Town.
She is a long-time champion of primary education. She is still working as a consultant for
educational textbook publishers.
Mark and Joyce like to travel, meet people and have new experiences. They have 4 children,
two each from previous marriages, who are grown up and live in Denver, Phoenix, Belgium
and Mexico. Mark likes to play golf, collect African artifacts and practice yoga. They look
forward to participating with Friendship Force in Denver and encourage members to visit
Cape Town.
We all enjoyed Mark’s presentation on the economics of South Africa in September and look
forward to getting to know both Mark and Joyce.
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OCTOBER PROGRAM SUMMARY
THE LUDLOW MASSACRE AND THE COLORADO COAL WAR by Luree Miller
At the October club meeting (our first in-person meeting in way too long!), we
had the pleasure of hearing Riggs Smith speak about “one of the two most
embarrassing and violent events in Colorado history” – The Ludlow Massacre
and the Colorado Coal War. The other most embarrassing event is the Sand
Creek Massacre, but a program on that event will be reserved for another time.
The Ludlow Massacre happened as the result of a 16-month long coal miners’
strike between September 1913 and December 1914.
Colorado was the largest US coal-producing region west of the Mississippi back
then, and Ludlow was (still is) one of the many small regional coal-mining towns
near Trinidad. Coal mining was the result of an industrial revolution that began
in 1870, which demanded vast amounts of coal and steel to expand the railroads across the nation. Colorado
coal, the raw mined material, was considered to be the best for producing the desired end-product known as
coke. Coke can be burned hotter than coal, a step necessary in manufacturing steel out of iron ore.
Miners were recruited from 32 different countries to meet the demand for coal. Benefits of that policy to the
company included the ability to keep wages low and, thanks to the many languages spoken, reduce the risk of
clear communication between workers that might foster unrest and a united worker front. John D. Rockefeller
and his family owned 45% of the Colorado coal mines (he also owned the Colorado Fuel and Iron Company –
CF&I). He established a paternalistic system of control over the miners, their working conditions, their
families, and their lives in hopes of preventing any threat of unrest and union interference. Laws, curfews,
company stores, schools, churches, medical care, saloons, wages, housing – all were rigidly enforced by the
Rockefellers.
Before 1913, the most recent coal mining strike was ten years earlier in eastern Pennsylvania. Because of the
ongoing horrific working conditions in coalfields, the United Mine Workers of America (UMWA) presented a list
of demands to the Colorado coal companies in 1913: recognize the union as a bargaining agent, enforce an 8hour workday, provide more accurate compensation for digging coal, pay for “dead work” (unpaid work like
laying track, building timber columns, etc.), use worker-elected weight-checkmen (to keep the records
honest), support the right to choose any store, boarding house, or doctor, institute overtime pay, eliminate
payment by tokens/scrip, remove company guards, and maintain strict enforcement of Colorado mining laws
regarding mining safety.
Coal mining is dangerous work, resulting in exposure to health risks like coal dust and methane gas, in
addition to death from suffocation and mine collapses. Mules were more valuable than miners because they
were harder to replace. Under those untenable conditions, Mother Jones and UMWA leaders like Louis Tikas
were intent on organizing a strike and establishing a worker’s union.
Mother Jones (an immigrant from Ireland) was a school teacher and dressmaker and was called “the most
dangerous woman in America” in 1902 because of her success in organizing workers. She was quoted as
saying “I’m not a humanitarian. I’m a hell-raiser.” And that she was. She knew the inside of a prison not
once but twice. She once said, “Let me tell you one thing – the man among you who will not protect his own
home, his womenfolk, his own fireside has no right to be on the free soil of America.”

continued
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OCTOBER PROGRAM SUMMARY
THE LUDLOW MASSACRE AND THE COLORADO COAL WAR continued
Louis Tikas (an immigrant from Crete) was the main UMWA organizer and, at age 30, was shot to death
during the Ludlow Massacre. His funeral was one of the biggest in Colorado at the time. A statue to his
memory was unveiled in Trinidad in 2018, and all the UMWA members present at that unveiling saluted his
sacrifice in fighting for workers and their causes.
The Colorado coal miner’s strike which began in September 1913 was the most violent dispute in American
labor history. Approximately 9000 miners walked off their jobs and were evicted from company homes, which
resulted in tent cities furnished by union organizers. Mines continued to operate with the help of scabs and
strikebreakers. Guards were hired to escort these workers into the mines. Rockefeller helped subsidize the
National Guard raids on the campsites, and he also hired the Baldwin-Felts Detective Agency to supply
armored “death cars” that harassed both the union organizers and the strikers.
On April 20, 1914 militiamen set fire
to the tents in Ludlow, killing 20
people. Among the dead were 12
children, ages 3 months to 18 years.
Instantly, miners went on a killing
spree of their own, shooting
supervisors and guards, as well as
dynamiting mines. This gave rise to
“guerrilla” fighting, resulting in the
loss of approximately 75 more lives.
The fighting did not end until
President Wilson sent in Federal
troops, disarming both sides.
Who won this war? Not the miners
or the UMWA (which ran out of
money and called off the strike on
December 10, 1914). Strikers failed
to obtain their demands, the union did not gain recognition, strikers were replaced by other miners to do the
work, 408 strikers were arrested (332 of those were indicted for murder, although not convicted), and 21 of
22 National Guardsmen were acquitted of any wrongdoing (the 22nd Guardsman was lightly reprimanded for
assaulting and killing Louis Tikas.) John D. Rockefeller lost some of his profit, but more importantly the loss of
some of his public image.
Two interesting side notes (from some personal research I did after the meeting): On April 18, 1914 (one
week after the massacre), Upton Sinclair, American writer and political activist, wrote an open letter to
Rockefeller about the Ludlow Massacre – “I intend to indict you for murder before the people of this country.
The charges will be pressed, and I think the verdict will be ‘guilty.’” And on June 10, 1914 (two months after
the massacre), in his version of the events, Rockefeller said – “There was no Ludlow massacre. The
engagement started as a desperate fight for life by two small squads of militia against an entire tent
colony…while this loss of life is profoundly to be regretted, it is unjust in the extreme to lay it at the door of
the defenders of law and property, who were in no slightest way responsible for it.”
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COLORADO’S HISTORIC RAILROADS, PART I

by Gerry Forney

Photos by Kim Brothers

In June 2021, my friend Allen Hopman and I went
on a nine-day bus tour to ride on Colorado’s historic
trains. Allen lives in New Jersey, and he has
dreamed of taking this trip for years. Mayflower
Tours runs a tour called Colorado’s Historic Trains
that fit us perfectly.
Since I am a history buff, I will look at the Colorado
railroads from a historical point of view. Colorado’s
modern history begins with the discovery of gold in
Cherry Creek in 1858 and in Idaho Springs in 1859.
All the people and supplies for the gold rush had to
come by wagon at that time.
Congress passed the Pacific Railway Act in 1862
and that bill authorized loans and land grants to
underwrite the construction of the first transcontinental railroad. The Golden Spike marked the completion of
the railroad in Utah in May of 1869. The easiest route across the Rocky Mountains went through Cheyenne,
Wyoming, so Denver had to wait to get a railroad connection to the east.
Colorado Governor John Evans received a separate land grant from Congress to build the Denver Pacific
Railway, which followed the South Platte River to Greeley and then went almost due north to Cheyenne. The
first train from Cheyenne arrived in Denver on June 24, 1870. Two months later, the Kansas Pacific Railroad
reached Denver from the east, and Denver became a railroad junction. Ten years later, the three railroads
(Denver Pacific, Kansas Pacific, and Union Pacific) merged and became part of the Union Pacific system.
In the 1870s, railroads were built into the mountains to connect Denver with nearby gold mining towns. The
mountain railroads were narrow gauge (3 feet) rather than standard gauge (4 feet 8.5 inches). Narrow gauge
railroads were cheaper to build, and narrow gauge locomotives could handle steeper grades and tighter
curves. This meant that Denver became even more important as a railway transfer point. All the goods and
passengers that arrived in Denver had to be transferred from regular gauge cars into narrow gauge cars.
The Colorado silver boom began with the discovery of silver in Leadville in 1877, and a Congress decision of
1878 to make both gold and silver legal tender. The Colorado Central from Golden was extended to
Georgetown and Silver Plume with plans to go on across Loveland Pass. Georgetown and Silver Plume are
only two miles apart, but they are separated by a steep glacially carved valley and a climb of 640 feet. To
climb from Georgetown, the railroad built the Georgetown Loop which was completed in 1884. The Loop is
considered an engineering marvel because the railroad loops and crosses over itself on a high trestle.
The Colorado Central hauled silver ore from the mines in Silver Plume until it was abandoned in 1939. From
1973 to 1984, The Colorado Historical Society rebuilt a three-mile segment using tracks and ties donated by
the Union Pacific. The Georgetown Loop Railroad is now a popular Colorado tourist attraction, and Friendship
Force Denver often takes out-of-town visitors there as a day trip. The railroad trip includes optional goldpanning and an excellent mine tour.
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COLORADO’S HISTORIC RAILROADS continued
Photos by Kim Brothers

The Colorado Central from Golden was only one of many railroads that were trying to reach Leadville after the
silver strike in 1877. These included the Denver and Rio Grande Western (D&RGW) and several others. The
D&RGW was founded in 1870 by General William Jackson Palmer. In 1871, Palmer built the first narrow
gauge section of the railroad from Denver to his new city of Colorado Springs. Palmer’s original plan was to
build a railway to Pueblo, and then follow the Arkansas River upstream through the Royal Gorge to Salida,
cross into the San Luis Valley, and follow the Rio Grande River south to El Paso, Texas.
The Royal Gorge proved to be an engineering challenge, so Palmer decided to head south across Raton Pass,
following the modern route of Interstate 25. Palmer’s workers reached the town of Trinidad in 1878 and ran
into Santa Fe Railroad workers who also wanted to build across Raton Pass. This was the beginning of the
Colorado Railroad War. The Santa Fe was building west from Kansas, but Raton Pass was too narrow to
accommodate both rail lines. According to legend, the D&RGW crew slept in on a fateful day in 1878, while
the ATSF crews got up early, and made it to the pass first. The Santa Fe won the first “battle” in the Colorado
Railroad War and eventually reached Los Angeles in 1887.
The Santa Fe and the D&RGW both tried to build track
through the Royal Gorge, so the Railroad War continued in
1879. The “war” went on for more than a year with some
gunshots being exchanged, but there is no evidence that
anyone died. Several Western “lawmen” worked for the
Santa Fe during the Railroad War, including Doc Holliday and
Bat Masterson. The war ended in 1880 when Colorado courts
decided in favor of the D&RGW, and the Santa Fe left the field
with a generous financial settlement. The D&RGW reached
Leadville late in 1880, and the tracks were expanded to
regular gauge in 1887.
Our tour included the two-hour twelve-mile train trip through
the most scenic part of the D&RGW’s “Royal Gorge Route.”
The gorge is very narrow and more than a thousand feet
deep. The most famous spot is the Hanging Bridge, built in
1879, where the canyon is only 30 feet wide. The bridge is
175 feet long and it hangs from an A-frame that is attached to
both sides of the canyon.
The Denver South Park Railway was also part of the race to
Leadville. The South Park entered the mountains at Morrison
and went up the Platte Canyon to South Park. The railroad
reached Buena Vista in 1880, and investors forced the South Park and the D&RGW to operate jointly from
Buena Vista to Leadville. This joint operating agreement was unsatisfactory, so the South Park built another
line from Como (near Fairplay) over Boreas Pass to Breckenridge. From Breckenridge, the route continued
across Fremont Pass to Leadville.

continued
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COLORADO’S HISTORIC RAILROADS continued
Photos by Kim Brothers
Most of the route was abandoned in 1938 when the Denver Water Board decided to build a dam on the South
Platte River in Waterton Canyon but the 14-mile stretch between Leadville and Climax was expanded to
regular gauge to haul ore from the Climax Mine.
The ore deposit at Climax near Fremont Pass was discovered in 1879, but it did not become important until
World War I created a market for molybdenum, which is used for hardening steel. During the war, the Climax
Mine produced three-quarters of the world’s supply of moly. Today, the moly ore is hauled by truck, but the
railroad up to the mine is one of Colorado’s best historic railroads. The tour group enjoyed the three-hour
uphill trip that goes northeast from Leadville toward the Climax Mine.
Silver was discovered in Aspen in 1879, and initially the supplies and miners had to travel by wagon from
Leadville across Independence Pass or Hagerman Pass. By 1888, there were two railroads to Aspen. The
Colorado Midland Railroad was built from Colorado Springs to Leadville, and it was the first standard gauge
railroad to cross the Continental Divide. From Leadville, it crossed Hagerman Pass directly to Basalt, with a
spur to Aspen.
The D&RGW took a longer route to Aspen by crossing Tennessee
Pass and going through Glenwood Canyon and Glenwood
Springs. By the middle of the 1880s, the D&RGW had the most
extensive narrow gauge railroad network in the United States
with about 2,500 miles of track. In 1887, the D&RGW began
converting some track to dual gauge, which could handle both
narrow gauge and standard gauge cars. Today only 110 miles of
the D&RGW narrow gauge system has survived, but these miles
give us two of Colorado’s most famous tourist railroads. The
Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad runs for 65 miles from
Antonito, Colorado to Chama, New Mexico. The Durango
Silverton Railroad connects Durango and Silverton and has a
length of about 45 miles.
Both surviving narrow-gauge railroads were part of a branch line
that started in Alamosa. The mileposts on this “San Juan
Extension” still show the distance in miles from Denver. This
branch was built in 1882 to transport silver and gold from the
mines in the San Juan Mountains. There was also an oil boom
near the Four Corners during the 1920s, and the railroad was
needed to haul oil tank cars. This meant that the line was
preserved when other narrow gauge lines were abandoned
before World War II. The last train for Denver left Durango in 1968, and the tracks were torn up except for
the two short portions that carry tourist trains today.
Part II to follow in December.
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CALENDAR 2021
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

NOV 2

NOVEMBER PROGRAM
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
Calvary Baptist Church
Program:
TONY HILLERMAN WAS RIGHT:
NEW MEXICO CASTS A SPELL
Details page 1

NOV 9

HOLIDAY SOCIAL EVENT
Sunday, 2:30 p.m.

HOLIDAY SOCIAL EVENT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 AT 2:30 pm

DEC 12

“TWELVE DATES OF CHRISTMAS”
Vintage Theater, 1468 Dayton Street,
Aurora, 80010, details next column

CALENDAR 2022
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

JANUARY PROGRAM
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
TBD

JAN 4

JAN 11

BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

FEB 1

FEBRUARY PROGRAM

FEB 8

Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
TBD

WHO: Members and friends of FFD
WHAT: TWELVE DATES OF CHRISTMAS
WHERE: Vintage Theater
1468 Dayton Street, Aurora 80010
WHEN: Sunday, December 12, 2:30 p.m.
“After seeing her fiancé kiss another woman at the
televised Thanksgiving Day Parade, Mary’s life falls
apart — just in time for the holidays. Over the next
year, she stumbles back into the dating world,
where romance ranges from weird and creepy to
absurd and comical. It seems nothing can help
Mary’s growing cynicism, until the charm and
innocence of a five-year-old boy unexpectedly bring
a new outlook on life and love.”
Tickets are $20 each. Bring a check (or cash) to
the November meeting or mail a check to:
Irene Ludwig
1290 High Street Unit D
Denver, CO 80218
Please respond to Irene by December 1st.
Remember -Sunday,
November 7,
2 a.m.
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