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FEBRUARY, 2021

FEBRUARY PROGRAM MEETING via Zoom
Tuesday, February 9
6:30 p.m. Social Hour
6:45 p.m. Business Meeting
7:00 p.m. Program
TOM HACKETT’S DENVER MOB TOUR

facebook.com/friendshipforceofdenver
ABOUT THE CLUB
Friendship Force Denver usually rents
event space from and meets at
Calvary Baptist Church, 6500 E. Girard
Avenue, Denver 80224 at 6:45 p.m.
the second Tuesday of Jan - May and
Sept – Nov. In-person events have
been cancelled for the time being; see
our website and this newsletter for
current information.
www.friendshipforcedenver.org
Come visit and bring your friends!
CLUB OFFICERS
President . . . . . . . . . . . Gerry Forney
gerald.forney@gmail.com

Vice President . . . . . . Ilene Americus
iamericus-denver@yahoo.com
Secretary . . . . . . . . . Heidi McKelrath
heidileem@aol.com
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . Irene Ludwig
ireneludfor@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor. . . . . . Carol Coriell
carolcoriell@gmail.com
Newsletter submissions are welcome
and are due on the 24th of the month.

Tom Hackett operates a
popular and exciting bus
tour through North
Denver’s ‘Little Italy’ area
that includes lunch at
Gaetano’s, one of the
haunts of the most
notorious mobsters in
Denver.
Because of the pandemic,
Tom has developed a
Zoom presentation about
these crime families and
their lives.
Gaetano's Restaurant was the headquarters of the
Smaldone Crime Family. The bugging of the restaurant by
law enforcement, which was thought to be highly illegal,
was dubbed "Operation Miami”.
When social distancing is a distant memory, we can look
forward to taking his bus tour through ‘Little Italy’ to see
these landmarks in person. The lunch at Gaetano’s includes
a tour of the haunted basement.
Join us to hear more stories about the history of mobsters
in Denver.
Non-members visiting our website may request a link to the
meeting by sending an email to ffdboard@gmail.com.

FROM THE PRESIDENT, GERRY FORNEY

I am not kidding when I say that no job is complete until the paperwork is done!
Thanks again for choosing me to be your president for 2021. Now I must figure out what my duties and
responsibilities are. This job involves all kinds of paperwork in addition to people work. So, this month I plan
to talk about the paperwork so you (and I) will have a better understanding of the nuts and bolts of our club.
1. Friendship Force of Greater Denver is a Colorado nonprofit corporation. To remain a corporation,
every year we must pay a fee and file an information return with the Colorado Secretary of State
listing officers. Our corporate name is Friendship Force of Greater Denver. We found that our overseas
visitors did not understand the Greater Denver concept; they thought we were bragging. So we
decided to use Friendship Force Denver for everyday use.
2. FFGD is also a 501c (3) tax-exempt organization approved by the Internal Revenue Service. To keep
our tax-exempt status, we have to file a federal tax return every May.
3. Since we are a federally recognized charity, we have a certificate that exempts us from Colorado sales
tax. This means we do not pay sales tax on purchases made “in the conduct of our regular activities.”
4. FFGD is a chapter of Friendship Force International, which has 350 chapters in 60 different countries.
Our FFI charter requires us to file an annual report, and we pay an annual fee of $20 per member.
This means we currently owe FFI $1,300 for our 65 members listed at the end of 2020.
5. FFGD is governed by four officers and five directors chosen by the membership at an annual meeting.
The board meets each month on Zoom, and our Secretary (Heidi McKelrath) prepares excellent board
minutes. These minutes are currently posted on the club website.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT continued from page 2
6. Club dues and other income go into a bank account at Vectra Bank. Our Treasurer (Irene Ludwig)
makes deposits, writes checks, and prepares financial reports. Her reports will be posted quarterly on
the club website.
7. The club also has a brokerage account at Fidelity Investments with about $50,000. This money was
either donated or earned from various profitable activities (especially Open World Exchanges). About
half of the money is earmarked for sponsored ambassadors (when we have exchanges again).
8. The club has by-laws that tell the officers and board how to conduct meetings and activities. The bylaws were most recently amended in 2017 and are available on the website. I am studying them
carefully so I can have a better idea of what my duties and responsibilities are.
9. FFD has a website, which most of you have probably visited at some time. The club does not own the
domain name (https://friendshipforcedenver.org/), but we rent it from the owner which is Yahoo!
Small Business. We pay Yahoo! about $200 a year for our domain name, and we have to keep on top
of the invoices or we lose the domain name.
10. We use a program called Wild Apricot to manage our website and email blasts. Wild Apricot is a
comprehensive program that is used by more than 25,000 small membership organizations. We pay
them $540 a year for our website and membership services.
11. FFD customarily had 8 monthly meetings a year at Calvary Baptist Church until the COVID-19
pandemic began in March 2020. We pay the church $150 a month for room rental and a storage
locker. However, we are not being charged rent while the church is closed; we hope to resume inperson meetings sometime in 2021.
12. While the church is closed, we are meeting on Zoom using my personal Zoom account. The club is
going to buy its own Zoom account soon, which will cost about $200 a year. This means that other
club members will be able to host Zoom meetings when I am not available.
13. The club also has other active committees that the officers work with, including membership,
program, newsletter, and social activities like Munch Lunch Bunch. But the most important committee
is probably the exchange committee, which is in charge of planning future inbound and outbound
Journeys.
As you can see, I am not kidding when I say the club has a lot going on even in this time of COVID-19.
Speaking of kidding, the picture of me with the goat kid was taken over Labor Day at a cheese-making facility
near Ilene Americus’ house in South Fork. So now you can see I am really not kidding! The cheese was
delicious!
Gerry Forney
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JOURNEYS
2021 AND 2022 HOSTING AND JOURNEYS
2021
INBOUND- Domestic
Willamette Valley, Oregon, date TBD
Western Michigan, date TBD
OUTBOUND- Domestic
(Tentative) San Francisco Bay Area, TBD
2022
INBOUND - International
The visit from Shizuoka, Japan in June, 2020, was cancelled. They would like to visit us
sometime in 2022.
INBOUND- Domestic
Raleigh, North Carolina, date TBD
We are in ongoing conversations with Willamette Valley, Western Michigan, and San
Francisco Bay Area. It is too soon to make any definite commitments.
In the meantime, visit www.friendshipforce.org to see the featured worldwide Journeys
that are available to all Friendship Force members, providing the pandemic allows.

Journeys to intriguing places in 2021
July 21, 2021, a trip to Croatia and Slovenia, with no home hosting.
July 24, 2021 brings the opportunity to participate in a two-week trip, with home hosting,
to Ulaan Baatar, Mongolia, and Ulan-Ude, Russia.
August 28, 2021, the less adventuresome can join the Festival at Sea Cruise in Northern
Europe, sailing on Holland America Line.
August 29, 2021, the Best of Scotland features the Highland Games, with no home
hosting.
September 10, 2021, Krasnogorsk and Veliky Novgorod, Russia, with home hosting.
October 2, 2021, Grand Tour of Italy, no home hosting, but remarkable places and a
home-hosted meal.
Details for these trips can be found at www.friendshipforce.org, Journeys
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SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW COLORADO!
Try, try again! Our February Munch Lunch Bunch will, for the fourth time, morph into a
“Munch Punch Bunch” Happy Hour to sponsor a Know Your State Trivia Quiz.
Become the winner and join the growing list of previous auspicious winners:
Ilene Americus (November), Mike Tanner (December), and Pam Comello’s guest Bob Settle
(January). They can attest to the fact that there may, or may not, be a prize at the end.
So, save the date for the fun:
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH, AT 5:30 P.M.
And be on the lookout closer to the date for Zoom details from Gerry Forney. As always, if
you have questions, contact Luree Miller (415-215-3770) or Gerry Forney (303-653-3475).
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with Gerry Forney
By October 2020, everyone had cabin fever. Ilene Americus proposed a four-day trip to historic sites in the
lower part of Colorado’s Arkansas River Valley. By coincidence, Luree and Scott Miller made the same journey
on the same weekend. This article will report on some of the sites we saw and what we learned.
The major towns we visited were La Junta, Las Animas, and Lamar on the Arkansas River along US Highway
50. We visited old buildings, museums, and other historical sites along the 80 mile stretch from Rocky Ford to
Granada. I will discuss the sites in chronological order so I can place them in some sort of historical context.
When the United States bought the Louisiana Purchase from France in 1803, the Arkansas River in Colorado
became the international border between the US and Mexico, and it was also the boundary between the lands
of the Comanche to the south, and the Southern Cheyenne to the north. When the Santa Fe Trail was laid out
in 1797, it followed the Arkansas River from the middle of Kansas to La Junta, CO. The trail, which was about
900 miles long, ran from St Louis, MO to Santa Fe, NM. The trail became busy and popular after Mexico
received its independence from Spain in 1822.
The mountain men used the Santa Fe Trail to travel to the Southern Rocky Mountains where they trapped
beaver and other fur animals. In 1833, the Bent brothers built Bent’s Old Fort near La Junta to trade with the
Cheyenne and sell supplies to the mountain men. William Bent was accepted as a member of the Cheyenne
tribe, and he had three wives that were tribe members. The fort prospered, but its fortunes changed during
the war between Mexico and the United States (1846 to 1848). Charles Bent, the older brother, was killed
near Santa Fe while serving as the first US territorial governor of New Mexico. Increased travel on the trail led
to a cholera epidemic in 1849, and for a variety of reasons, William Bent abandoned and burned the fort in
1849.
Bent’s Old Fort was reconstructed in 1976, and it is now a unit of the
National Park Service. We spent several hours exploring the various
rooms of the adobe fort. There were “gentlemen’s rooms” which hosted
travelers on the Santa Fe trail, along with rooms for the Mexican
workers. There were also shops for repairing wagon wheels, a
blacksmith shop, and a trading post full of trade goods.
At the end of the Mexican-American War, the United States acquired the
lands south of the Arkansas River (along with Arizona, California, New
Mexico, and Texas). In 1851, the United States ratified a treaty with the
Cheyenne and Arapahoe that promised them all the land between the
Arkansas River and the North Platte River, but the treaty was not honored for long. Gold was discovered near
Denver in 1858, and miners and settlers rushed into Colorado.
In 1853, William Bent built his stone New Fort about 20 miles downstream from the Old Fort. He wanted to
be close to the Cheyenne’s winter campground in a wooded area called “Big Timbers.” The New Fort was not
profitable, so in 1857, Bent leased the fort to the US Army. The New Fort was renamed and moved because
of floods of the Arkansas River and various political issues.

continued on page 7
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EXPLORE SOUTHEAST COLORADO with Gerry Forney, continued from page 6
The most famous event related to the New Fort is the Sand Creek
Massacre. It occurred on November 29, 1864, near the end of the
American Civil War. Volunteer soldiers of the Third Colorado Cavalry killed
about 250 native women, children, and elderly men who were peaceably
camped about forty miles north of Bent’s New Fort. The Sand Creek
Massacre Site is now a unit of the National Park Service, and it is open
daily. We listened to a ranger talk on a bluff overlooking the massacre
site, which is now sacred ground.
As a result of the Arkansas River floods, Bent’s New Fort was replaced by
Fort Lyon in 1867. The most famous building is the Kit Carson Chapel
located near where the famous mountain man died. The army moved out
of Fort Lyon in 1897. Since then, it has been used as a tuberculosis
sanatorium, a psychiatric institution, a prison, and most recently as
transitional housing for homeless people. The buildings are impressive,
but they do need a lot of maintenance work.
After the Civil War and the Indian Wars, the Arkansas Valley became an agricultural center. One of the
earliest agricultural settlements is the ghost town of Boggsville which was inhabited between 1866 and about
1890. The few remaining buildings are not open during the winter, but we were able to walk around the
grounds and see the restored houses.
Boggsville was replaced by the nearby town of Las Animas when the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
was built in the 1870s. The railroad helped the valley develop and all of the major towns are “railroad towns.”
Sugar beets were the dominant agricultural crop in the Arkansas River Valley from about 1900 to 1978. We
saw an abandoned sugar beet mill in Rocky Ford. Rocky Ford is also famous for melons, especially
cantaloupes, and we stopped at several produce stands.
Because of the railroad access, the town of Granada (18 miles east of Lamar) was the site of the only
Japanese “relocation camp” in Colorado. During the spring of 1942, about 250,000 Japanese Americans were
“evacuated” to camps away from the West Coast. The camp in Colorado had a peak capacity of about 7,000
people, and it was closed and abandoned in 1945. The Amache Museum in the town of Granada was
fascinating, but it is open only by appointment in the winter months. The museum is owned by the local
school district and is run by students and teachers. We bought the museum’s CD driving tour, and we made a
two-hour visit to the ruins of the camp which covered about one square mile.
Because of the massacre, the ethnic cleansing, and the concentration camp, we jokingly called this our
“genocide vacation.” We certainly learned a lot of history in this little-visited corner of Colorado. For a
guidebook, we used “Buildings of Colorado” by Thomas J. Noel, published by Oxford University in 1997. If you
would like to learn more, I also recommend the Colorado PBS series “Colorado Experience” which is available
to stream on YouTube or with PBS Passport. The relevant half-hour shows include Amache (Granada), Bents
Fort, Boggsville, Sand Creek, and White Gold (Sugar Beets).
Oh yes, I forgot to mention COVID-19! We stayed in motels in Lamar and La Junta, and we felt comfortable
and socially distanced. We brought a cooler and food, and picnicked and ordered take-out for our meals.
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with Luree Miller
Since COVID has severely limited travel, Colorado beckoned as a way to temporarily quench our travel fever –
thus, a historical romp through southeastern Colorado with Scott, my cousin Tim, and his fiancée Jeanne. And
what a serendipity that weekend in October turned into, because, unknown to us, Gerry Forney, Irene Ludwig,
and Ilene Americus were headed to many of the same places at the same time. Our paths never crossed, but
we were often within hours of each other. Could Colorado have handled that kind of Friendship Force
coincidental reunion? We’ll never know!
Gerry has covered Bent’s Old Fort, as well as the Sand Creek Massacre and Amache sites, in excellent detail.
In addition to those sites, Scott, Tim, Jeanne, and I also explored the Rosemount Museum, Bishop’s Castle,
and the Koshare Indian Museum, all within an easy drive of each other.
Rosemount Museum (located in Pueblo and shown on the left), with
most of the original furnishings and accessories still on display, is
the former late Victorian-style home of John Thatcher (merchant,
banker, and real estate “baron”) and his wife Margaret (daughter of
a distinguished Colorado judge). It has even been featured on
A&E’s network “America’s Castles.”

Another “castle” we visited was Bishop’s Castle (located in Rye, shown on the
right). You may have heard about it when a former club member, Ann
Westerberg, gave a program about her book entitled Castles of Colorado. This
castle is a one-man show and still in the process of being built by Jim Bishop.
It contains Gothic windows, spirals of ironwork (including a dragon’s head), and
is a most fabulous display of fantasy folk art. Still in the plans for the future…a
drawbridge and gatehouse. And it’s all free to explore!
Koshare Indian Museum (located in La Junta) has a unique history. During the
Depression, it was scraped together with money Boy Scout Troop 2230 in La
Junta earned through coins from soda machines and donations in baskets. The
troop was, and still is, interested in Native American heritage, and the museum
now houses a world-class collection of Native American artifacts and artwork.
It also has a large kiva under the largest self-supporting log roof in the world,
which is used by the interpretive Indian dancers (all of them scouts!) for public performances.
We in Friendship Force are travelers, explorers, and maybe even sentinels, of the world’s cultural, racial, and
ethnic diversity. While we cannot currently participate in FFI inbound or outbound journeys, we can still
discover aspects of our world’s rich variations and historic challenges right here in our backyard – yes, Pueblo,
La Junta, Lamar, and other regions in Colorado really are in our backyard and have fascinating sites to
explore! Don’t forget your mask and hand sanitizer, but do venture out carefully and safely, keeping all CDC
and state precautions in mind. It will help you remain sane and ready to re-enter the broader world with tales
of your own when this pandemic is history.

Feb 2021

page 8

JANUARY PROGRAM SUMMARY
Colorado Then and Now

by Steve Crocker

Member Deena Mangan took us down a nostalgic walk along memory lane
with a visual presentation of almost 100 photos illustrating how Northglenn
and the greater Denver area evolved from the 60s and 70s.
The photos included a few of the Northglenn area, along with restaurants of
the era, Karl’s Dairy, and parking lots in old shopping areas with cars that
are now vintage.
Other photos were of the greater Denver area with Indian leaders in history,
Roxborough before homes, Spanish Peaks, and more. Attendees shared
their memories of old churches and hotel architecture that are now historic
landmarks as well as family-fun centers like Celebrity Sports Center and
Elitch Gardens.
Northglenn, where Deena
attended high school, became
a city in 1969. Here was the
iconic (and controversial) St.
Stephen’s Lutheran Church,
with its upswept roofline like a
huge bird in flight. Many
people hated it when it was
new. Gradually, it came to be
accepted, as a unique and
distinctive emblem of a city.
Irene Ludwig said the
renowned architect Charles A.
Haertling built 3 churches like this, and she attends one of them.
One day at Northglenn High School 25 girls were sent home to change, as their skirts were too short, which
was determined by having them kneel and if their hems didn’t touch the floor, they were sent home.
History has been preserved with the restoration of the old Victorian Queen Ann style Thede Farmhouse which
was built in 1903. The property was acquired by John Thede in 1887. The Stonehocker family was the

last to own the house before it was acquired by the City of Northglenn, and it is now commonly known
as the Stonehocker Farmhouse. It was moved and listed in 1998 on the National Register of Historic
Places. Today the brick farmhouse is surrounded by modern development and is open for holiday events at its
new location: 10950 Fox Run Parkway Northglenn, CO 80233 .
There was the Northglenn Mall, which opened in 1968 and the old stores where we shopped: Fashion Bar,
Sears, Penny’s – a catalog of once-proud retailers erased by bankruptcy and changing tastes of American
consumers. Woolworth’s now has a place in history for the infamous lunch counter protest where young black
people demanded the social justice of being served the same as whites. We also saw archived photos of old
malls like the Lakeside Mall, JCRS Shopping Center, Cinderella City, and other long-gone emporiums.

continued on page 10
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JANUARY PROGRAM SUMMARY
Colorado Then and Now continued from page 9
A westward looking view along Colfax Avenue toward the mountains reminded us that this street was once the
longest continuous ‘commercial’ avenue in the US, stretching for over 26.5 miles through the cities of Aurora,
Denver, Lakewood, and Golden, and it was called the “Gateway to the Rockies”. Drugstores, motels,
restaurants, hardware stores, used car lots, bakeries, bars, churches, strip clubs – the Colfax of the ’60s had it
all.
There was a photo of the iconic Brown Palace – tall, angular, and ruggedly majestic with its brownstone face.
It is still used by the National Western Stock Show, marching livestock through Denver, and by ladies indulging
in high teas. Deena spent her wedding night at
the Brown Palace in 1981.
So many restaurants we (and our parents) loved
– all gone now, such as the 94th Aero Squadron
Restaurant, the long-gone Baby Doe’s restaurant
on I-25, The Denver Drumstick, and the Flight
Deck. Other restaurants mentioned were Jim’s
Burger Haven, and Casa Bonita in JCRS Shopping
Center in Lakewood, which opened in 1988 and is
still in operation. Deena recalled a favorite
hangout where kids gathered on the weekends at
the old Scotchman Motor Drive-In at 49th &
Federal.
There used to be a sanitorium behind Casa Bonita
for tuberculosis patients. This reminded one of us
of the pavilion in Montclair just east of Monaco
and south of Colfax. In the decades before WWII,
tubercular patients would lie in long chairs on the elevated open porch, while milk cows (brought in for the
purpose) milled around on the ground beneath, releasing gases that were thought to be healing.
National Jewish Hospital was another TB
recovery hospital with beds placed out on the
verandas for patients to take in fresh air as a
treatment. It was located at Colfax Avenue and
Colorado Blvd. and opened in 1904, a distinctive
landmark with its Italian-Moorish style.
Theme parks remembered were the old Elitch
Gardens on 38th Avenue and Tennyson, and the
plays and dances put on there. Hundreds of
thousands of kids and their parents attended
Elitch Gardens for 65 years. The Octopus Ride
was famous. “I’ve never been so sick in my life,”
observed someone. There was the Trocadero
Ballroom for dancing and the theatre for live
performances of Broadway shows and thrillers.

continued on page 11
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JANUARY PROGRAM SUMMARY
Colorado Then and Now continued from page 10
We all remembered Celebrity Sports Center on South Colorado Boulevard. Original investors included Art
Linkletter, Bing Crosby, Jack Benny, George Burns, Burl Ives, and other celebrities. Nearby was the Cooper
Theatre, round and low, like a hatbox. It was built in 1961 with 814 seats. Exciting movies there! One of us
had her eyes covered by her grandmother’s hand during the chariot race in Ben Hur. Someone’s niece was so
frightened by Jabba the Hut in Star Wars in 1976 that she retreated to the lobby for the rest of the movie.
One person shared that she spent a night at the old Oxford Hotel, near the Denver train station, when it was
in shabby condition. This was 1968 and the price of the room was $6 (yes, I believe she said $6) for the
evening. The hotel was full of soldiers in transit and the place was not what you’d call tranquil. She took no
chances and piled the bureau and a couple of chairs against the door.
The Rocky Mountain Arsenal, which
manufactured nerve gas and so many
other chemical compounds, was
closed for decades while the stored
toxins were removed and the grounds
cleared of leached chemicals. It was
reopened as a wildlife refuge on April
2, 2004.
The Emmanuel Chapel, a handsome
building of gray stone built at the west
edge of Denver in 1859, has been part
of the Auraria campus since 1973. It
has served as part of the Episcopal
Diocese of Colorado and is now a
shared art gallery space between UCD
and CU.
Then there’s freeway architecture. Deena showed the observation tower that sat in the middle of the old
“mousetrap” at the intersection of I-25 and I-70. The idea was to be able to monitor traffic flows and radio
them to police on the ground.
Now and then photos were shown of the old Stapleton concourse and runways vs. our new DIA architecture of
the main terminal with the roofline peaks to mimic the Rocky Mountain peaks and modernized concourses and
runway layout. No comparison. Other memories were of theaters – the Gothic, Cooper, Centre, and
Paramount.
We all know the blue bear at the Colorado Convention Center. The slideshow ended with The Blue Mustang at
DIA, which was one of the earliest public art commissions for Denver International Airport. The sculpture was
based on the eight-foot-high sculpture Mesteño (Mustang) on display at the University of Oklahoma. The 32foot sculpture of a seemingly bloodthirsty bronco is the work of artist Luis Jiménez. Commissioned as public art
for the airport and installed in 2008, the horse represents the wild spirit of the old American West. It has also
come to represent death, destruction, and deluded debates.
Ah, what sweet memories! Thank you, Deena.
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CALENDAR 2021
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

WORLDWIDE POLITICAL SCIENCE
FEB 2

FEBRUARY PROGRAM
FEB 9
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
DENVER MOB TOUR by TOM HACKETT
Virtual meeting via Zoom
MLB TRIVIA HAPPY HOUR
Friday, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

FEB 19

BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

MAR 2

MARCH PROGRAM
MAR 9
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
EXPLORING MALAWI – THE EDUCATION
SYSTEM AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS
Virtual meeting via Zoom
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

APR 6

APRIL PROGRAM
APR 13
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS BETWEEN THE
U.S. AND CHINA
Virtual meeting via Zoom
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

MAY 4

MAY PROGRAM
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

MAY 11

Zoom links are sent out in advance of the
meeting by webmaster Gerry Forney. They
are sent from Friendship Force Denver.
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AMERICAN CORPORATION
You have two cows. You sell one, lease it
back to yourself and do an IPO on the 2nd
one. You force the two cows to produce the
milk of four cows. You are surprised when
one cow drops dead. You spin an
announcement to the analysts stating you
have downsized and are reducing expenses.
Your stock goes up.
FRENCH CORPORATION
You have two cows. You go on strike
because you want three cows. You go to
lunch and drink wine. Life is good.
JAPANESE CORPORATION
You have two cows. You redesign them so
they are one-tenth the size of an ordinary
cow and produce twenty times the
milk. They learn to travel on unbelievably
crowded trains. Most are at the top of their
class at cow school.
GERMAN CORPORATION
You have two cows. You engineer them so
they are all blond, drink lots of beer, give
excellent quality milk, and run a hundred
miles an hour. Unfortunately, they also
demand 13 weeks of vacation per year.
RUSSIAN CORPORATION
You have two cows. You have some vodka.
You count them and learn you have five
cows. You have some more vodka. You
count them again and learn you have 42
cows. The Mafia shows up and takes over
however many cows you really have.
TALIBAN CORPORATION
You have all the cows in Afghanistan, which
are two. You don't milk them because you
cannot touch any creature’s private parts.
You get a $40 million grant from the US
government to find alternatives to milk
production but use the money to buy
weapons.
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