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Come visit and bring your friends!
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APRIL PROGRAM MEETING via Zoom
Tuesday, April 13
6:30 p.m. Social/Business 7:00 p.m. Program
CHINA AND THE U.S. – CAN WE GET ALONG?
Barbara Holme has been
interested in China for many years
-- more so when her son married
a Chinese-American woman who
was born in Vietnam. In 2011,
she and her husband visited
Chinese universities with a Yale
Alumni Group for three weeks.

More recently, as a facilitator at OLLI (Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute), she has facilitated many discussions about current events
in China. She will share her insights on the incredibly fast growth of
the Chinese economy since 1979 and talk about future possibilities
with U.S. - China relations.
She graduated from Stanford in 1967 and was a Colorado State
Senator for ten years, 1974-1984. She represented East Central
Denver and served as Democratic Caucus Chair and Democratic
Assistant Minority Leader. Barbara was appointed by the Governor
to the Supreme Court Nominating Committee and to the Metro Air
Quality Control Commission.
She also worked for 12 years for a company that owns apartments
all over the USA. Her job was to hire contractors to make the
apartments more energy and water efficient.

To request a link to the program, send an email to
ffdboard@gmail.com.

FROM THE PRESIDENT, GERRY FORNEY
My New Year’s resolution is to learn more about Africa. If
you give me an outline map of the world, I can name many
of the 195 countries but very few of the 54 countries in
Africa. Countries like Gambia, Senegal, and Sierra Leone are
still beyond me. I found a blank outline map of Africa on the
internet (and it follows on the next page). If I fill in the
names on this blank map a few times, I should be able to
achieve my resolution this year. I might even learn some of
the capitals.
The African countries I know already are the ones that I have
visited. These include Egypt, Kenya, Morocco, and Tanzania.
But many of the rest of the countries in Africa are going to
require some work. Why is this effort important?
In 2014, a study asked two thousand random Americans to point out the Ukraine on a world map. Only one in
six survey participants could accurately find Ukraine. After pointing out Ukraine on a map, the participants
were asked about possible U.S. policy in Ukraine. The people who could not find Ukraine tended to support
U.S. military intervention. In conclusion, “The less that people knew about where Ukraine was on the map,
the more they wanted the U.S. to intervene militarily.”
A similar study in 2017, found that only a third of Americans could correctly point out North Korea on a map.
Again, this study found that Americans who could correctly identify North Korea tended to favor diplomatic
action (like sanctions) to deal with North Korea’s unruly rulers. People who could not locate North Korea were
more likely to think some sort of military action was appropriate.
There are 54 countries in Africa; I am not going to be able to visit them all. But there are other ways to learn
about Africa including books, movies, and television. And do not forget Friendship Force. Rachel and Marvin
Kaulembe spoke to our club at our meeting in March, and they gave me a beginner’s insight into the African
country of Malawi. Malawi is one of the lake countries on the East African Rift. The country is about half the
size of Colorado, but it has more than three times as many people.
So now I can point out Malawi on my outline map of Africa. Knowing where a country is means a small step
toward world peace. Friendship Force says, “A world of friends is a world of peace.” A world of informed
citizens is also a world of peace. A lot is going on, and it is our personal responsibility to be well informed.
Being able to point out a country on a map is just the first step.
I have participated in a handful of Friendship Force Journeys over the years. Most of the journeys were
inbound, but my outbound journey to Japan was a life-changing experience. I have read books about Japan,
and I have seen movies and television about Japan, but nothing compares with the real thing. And best of all,
thanks to Friendship Force, I have a genuine human connection with my Japanese friends. I care about what
happens in Japan because I care about my friends. And I can point Japan out on a map!
Gerry Forney
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AFRICA: HOW MANY COUNTRIES CAN YOU NAME?
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2021 AND 2022 HOSTING AND JOURNEYS
2021
All inbound and outbound Journeys are canceled for 2021
FFD Expedition to the San Luis Valley June 2-6, 2021

Join club members on a visit to the San Luis Valley. You are responsible for your own
lodging and fees for events. See article on the proposed itinerary, on the page following.
We will need to know who is interested shortly so we can reserve train seats and help
coordinate lodging. Please respond to Ilene Americus, iamericus-denver@yahoo.com.
SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW

COLORADO!
2022 All dates to be determined.
FFDenver has been assigned the following Journeys from FFI :
Try, try again! Our February Munch Lunch Bunch will, for the fourth time, morph into a
“Munch Punch Bunch” Happy Hour to sponsor a Know Your State Trivia Quiz.

INBOUND International
Shizuoka
Japan,
date
be determined.
Become
the winner
and join
theto
growing
list of previous auspicious winners:
Ilene
Americus
(November),
Tanner
and Pam Comello’s guest Bob Settle
Irene
Ludwig
& Gerry Mike
Forney
are(December),
Journey Coordinators.
(January). They can attest to the fact that there may, or may not, be a prize at the end.

INBOUND Domestic
Raleigh, NC, date to be determined. Need Coordinator.

So, save the date for the fun:

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH, AT 5:30 P.M.

OUTBOUND International date to be determined.
AndBundaberg
be on the lookout
the date for Zoom
details from
Gerry
As always, if
andcloser
BluetoMountains,
Australia
Note
thatForney.
the Australia
youJourney
have questions,
contact
Luree Miller
(415-215-3770)
Gerry Forney
(303-653-3475).
includes
2 different
clubs
for a 2-weekorJourney.
Please
start
thinking about volunteering to be a Journey Coordinator.
OUTBOUND Domestic, date to be determined.
Kern County, U.S. (Bakersfield, CA) Please begin thinking about
this Journey. We will need Coordinators.
OTHER TRIPS
Visit www.friendshipforce.org to explore featured worldwide Journeys
available to all Friendship Force members.

Experience different views. Discover common
ground.
Apr 2021
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JOIN US ON A JOURNEY TO THE SAN LUIS VALLEY JUNE 2-6, 2021
IF INTERESTED PLEASE RESPOND BY APRIL 21ST.

Several members are putting together a trip to this historical area of Colorado. The San Luis Valley is the
largest alpine high desert valley in the world, with an elevation averaging 7,500 feet. It is surrounded by many
14,000’ peaks in the Sangre de Cristo and San Juan mountain ranges, forming the headwaters of the Rio
Grande River. Sand Dunes National Park, which has the largest dunes in North America, is just north of
Alamosa.
The Valley was once the northern frontier of the Spanish empire and has a history of mining, ranching, and
farming. It was ceded to the U.S. under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 when Mexico lost the
Mexican-American war. Many of its residents have lived and ranched in the area for centuries.
It is anticipated that the group will find lodging in the Alamosa area for the first two nights and then stay in
the Del Norte/South Fork area for the next two. Participants may want to check Airbnb or hotels. There are
many motels in the Alamosa area as well as campgrounds and cabins. If several people want to rent a Vrbo
condo together in South Fork there are some very nice places available. The Windsor Hotel in Del Norte is an
historic old hotel that has been revitalized and is quite nice.
A partial itinerary includes:
Wednesday, June 2, 2021
Leave Denver and drive to Alamosa ~ 4.5 hours driving time from Denver
Meet at Mi Taquito at the corner of 6th and Denver Avenue near Calvillos for lunch about 1:00
Walking tour of Alamosa - historic and art walk
San Luis Valley Museum and Luther Bean Museum
Late afternoon - hot springs, Sand Dunes, leisure
Dinner - Sand Dunes Rec Center or other location
Thursday, June 3, 2021
Round trip Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad from Antonito to Osier and back 10:00-4:40, $105/pp, lunch in
Osier included. Approximately 30 minutes driving time from Alamosa to Antonito.
Alternatives- Las Caminos Antiguos driving tour to Antonito, including Dempsey Museum in Manassas; oldest
church in Colorado in Conejos; San Luis; Fort Garland, 3-5 hours driving time. Or golf, hiking, or hot springs.
Possible drive to Orient Land Trust to see bats in the evening.
Dinner- SLV Brewery in Alamosa or Quincy’s in Monte Vista

continued on page 6
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JOIN US ON A JOURNEY TO THE SAN LUIS VALLEY
JUNE 2-6, 2021, continued from page 5
Friday, June 4, 2021
Leave Alamosa heading to Monte Vista
Visit Amish area with shopping stops at Amish stores
Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge, art walk to see the cranes
Head to Del Norte and then north to Penitent Canyon for picnic lunch from La Garita Visita area with cliff
paintings, ruts from wagons on the Old Spanish Trail. A possible trip up to the Arch.
Alternates: rafting Rio Grande River in South Fork, golf in South Fork, bicycle riding
Back to Del Norte for the evening
Dinner at Windsor Hotel or Quincy’s or Malt Shop or Three Barrels Brewery
Saturday, June 5, 2021
Travel to Creede. Mining museum, Bachelor Loop trail
Possible evening at Repertory Theater
Sunday, June 6, 2021
Depart: Possible alternative routes for those wanting more adventure and scenery:
Go over Wolf Creek Pass to Pagosa, Durango, and Four Corners
Follow Silver Thread Scenic byway from Creede to Gunnison through Lake City
In order to firm up reservations, please let Ilene Americus know if you are interested by April
21st. Tickets for the railroad trip fill up rapidly, so if you want to take this trip please reply as soon
as possible.
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ARE YOU READY FOR A REAL REEL EXPERIENCE?!?!

Combine a master detective with a dysfunctional family and the death of a patriarch, and – voila! – you get a
comedy disguised as a murder mystery (or, if you prefer, a murder mystery disguised as a comedy). Fun
movie! Fun cast! Fun evening with fun friends! The Social Committee and Munch Lunch/Punch Bunch have
coordinated for this get-out-of-the-house-and-go-to a “private watch group” film. Yes, a REAL movie theater
to see a REEL movie – all in the space of our own private auditorium. We are limited to 20, so don’t wait to
reserve your spot, because we expect to sell out fast. Here are the details:
DATE/TIME: Friday, April 9th, at 6:15 pm
PLACE:

Century 16 Bel Mar Theater, 440 S. Teller Street, Lakewood
(within ~ 2 blocks of W. Alameda & W. Wadsworth intersection – look for tall tower which
distinguishes the theater location)

MOVIE:

“Knives Out” (2019 release) – check out the trailer on YouTube

COST:

FF Denver is underwriting the cost, but $5 donation to the club welcome (by check payable to
“Friendship Force Denver” or cash to either Jeannette or Luree), and concessions are optional
extra cost

ADDITIONAL: Masks will be required
Free parking is nearby
Movie starts promptly, so don’t be late!
QUESTIONS: Contact either Jeannette Armbrustmacher (303-279-0418 or jmarmbru@aol.com) or Luree
Miller (415-215-3770 or lureemiller@mac.com)
RSVP:

Luree Miller (415-215-3770 or lureemiller@mac.com)

REMEMBER:

THE THEATER IS LIMITING GUESTS TO THE FIRST 20 THAT RESERVE – ANYONE
TRYING TO RESERVE AFTER THAT IS, UNFORTUNATELY, OUT OF LUCK…AT LEAST FOR THIS
PARTICULAR OUTING. MORE MAY BE SCHEDULED LATER, THOUGH!
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FRIENDSHIP FORCE - Then and Now

by Ilene Americus

Virginia Harder joined Friendship Force in 1989
when she was introduced to the club by Lois and
Earl Jones. At the time, Virginia was working as a
counselor at Heritage High School. She attended a
meeting with a presentation on the USSR and an
outgoing Exchange to Costa Rica. …as they say,
the rest is history.
She attended her first Exchange to San Jose,
Costa Rica in June of 1990. During this Exchange
she experienced her first earthquake when her
host Cecilia pushed her into a doorway. Later they
drove through a flood!

Since then, Virginia has been on 20 international Exchanges and 8 domestic ones. As an enthusiastic volunteer
she hosted, led committees, and helped plan the optional tours for the International Conference held in
Denver in 1994. Her first home hosting was with the Tblisi, Georgia group in 1990, which was in conjunction
with Channel 9. This brought our club great publicity and new members. One of her most memorable
Exchanges was to Fukuoka, Japan where she was hosted by a family with 3 generations living in the home.
Culturally this was a wonderful experience. Another trips of note include a Fiber Arts Exchange to the North
Island of New Zealand. Virginia found the Kiwis very friendly and made many new friends. In fact, she has
been back 5 times! She found South Africa to be an amazing experience as well.
One thing special about Virginia is her ability to stay in touch with the friends she made on her Exchanges. She
still communicates by email and phone with friends throughout the world, especially during the past year with
COVID. She shares our newsletter with her FF friends.
Virginia tells us that FF has enriched her life, brought an awareness of global events, and expanded the way
that she views the world. In fact, she put her experiences to use as a volunteer at the Denver Convention
Center Information Desk over the past 20 years where she had the big blue bear looking over her shoulder!!
Her advice to members is to
become involved immediately.
Volunteer for committees and
form relationships with other
members. Develop new interests
and meet others with the same
interests.
In tribute to her many travels,
Virginia turned a room in her
basement into a collection of
memorabilia. She learned the
skills herself to turn a concrete
room into a warm space for her
memories. Nice work, Virginia!
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CRUISING THE RHINE FROM SWITZERLAND TO HOLLAND

by Gerry Forney

My wife loves to travel, but she hates to pack and unpack. As a result,
river cruising is one of our favorite forms of travel. We love the fact that
we sleep in the same bed every night, but we visit a different city every
day. Although there are many different river cruises, we recommend the
Rhine cruise from Switzerland to Amsterdam for first-time river travelers.
Here are some of my impressions based on the two Rhine cruises that we
took. The Rhine River (and the Danube River) formed the northern
boundary of the Roman Empire. Two of the longest rivers in Western
Europe, they have been important as trade routes since ancient times.
Both rivers are lined with historic towns that can be easily visited by ship.
Cruises on the Rhine go downstream from Basel, Switzerland or upstream
from Amsterdam. The week-long cruise visited the towns along the river
in Germany. In 2008, we were on a two-week cruise, so we also had an
opportunity to visit many places in the Netherlands.
Except for one or two special meals, we ate all our meals on the ship. After breakfast each day, we would
usually go for a walk led by a local guide from the town we were visiting. In a few cases, the cruise lines
would provide charter buses. The Black Forest is about 40 miles east of the Rhine, so we went by bus.
Most days, we would be back on the ship for lunch. After lunch, some people would nap, and the younger
people (me included) would go back to explore the local town or visit museums. Every day at 5:00 pm we
would have a briefing about the next day’s activity, followed by dinner. There was usually some sort of
entertainment in the evening. Sometimes it was an expert lecture or local entertainment and dancing. I
remember a particularly memorable polka oompah band in Germany.
After dinner, we could continue to explore the town by dark (if we could still stay awake). The ship would
usually stay docked until early morning and then it would travel 50 or so miles to the next town.
Like most rivers, the Rhine passes through mountainous areas as well as flat areas. The most scenic part of
the Rhine Valley is a 40-mile section called the Rhine Gorge, where the river cuts through the Slate Mountains.
This stretch of the river has been included on the World Heritage List for its scenery and castles. The narrow
river and rapids made the gorge a lair for “Robber Barons” during the Middle Ages. Often these barons would
throw a chain across the river and charge a toll to anyone who tried to pass their castle.
At one time, there were more than 40 castles on this portion of the river. However, most of the castles fell
into ruin or were destroyed during the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648). The Thirty Years’ War started as a
religious conflict between Catholics and Protestants, but it soon degenerated into something much worse.
Most of the churches along the river were looted and then rebuilt in the new Baroque style. Only one of the
large castles (Marksburg) survived the ravages of time; we were able to visit it and enjoy a German meal.
In addition to the Rhine Gorge, travelers can visit other World Heritage sites on the Rhine cruise. The river
forms the natural boundary between France and Germany for about 120 miles. Strasbourg is in France today,
but it has passed between Germany and France many times since 1681. This World Heritage town has
beautiful old architecture that has both French and German influences. Strasbourg is also the home of the
705 member European Parliament building, which we saw from the outside.

continued on page 10
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CRUISING THE RHINE FROM SWITZERLAND TO HOLLAND from page 9
Other World Heritage sites on the cruise include Cologne and Speyer. The name “Cologne” comes from the
Latin word for “colony”, and the town dates to about 50 AD. The World Heritage site is the Cologne
Cathedral, which was one of the few buildings left standing after World War II bombing. The downtown has
been lovingly reconstructed to look old even though it is new. Cologne has a museum devoted to the Roman
period, and we took a museum tour to see the underground Roman ruins. We saw walls and arches
preserved inside a parking garage and other downtown buildings.
Speyer is also on the World Heritage list for its cathedral. Speyer Cathedral was built between 1100 and 1100,
and it is the largest surviving church built in the Romanesque style. Our guide showed us how to keep the
architectural styles straight by looking at the Euro banknotes. The five Euro is Roman and Greek, the ten Euro
is Romanesque, the 20 Euro is Gothic, and the 50 Euro is Renaissance. The front of the banknote shows a
bridge that symbolizes links between people, and the backside shows an arch showing how we support each
other. The buildings on the Euro notes are stylized, but I could hold the ten Euro note up in front of Speyer
Cathedral, and know what I was looking at.
The Rhine cruise is also a wine cruise, and both cruise lines served local wines with lunch and dinner. We
visited several wine districts where we had walking tours and wine tastings. The group would always be split
up because there was only room for so many people in the tasting room. I tried to be in the group that
walked first and tasted later. Most of the towns with wineries were quite charming.
After we left Cologne, we visited more sites associated with the Second World War. In the evening, the ship
would play videos that tied into places we were going to visit. We saw “A Bridge Too Far” about Arnhem, and
the “Diary of Anne Frank”, about Amsterdam. On the two-week tour, we spent a day visiting the battlefields
near Arnhem that were associated with the Allied attempt to cross the Rhine in September of 1944.
On the two-week cruise we also visited several World Heritage sites near the mouth of the Rhine in the
Netherlands. When we think of Holland, we often think of windmills and cheese. The best-preserved
collection of windmills is at a World Heritage site called Kinderdijk. These windmills were built about 1750 to
reclaim a flooded area or polder. Only a few of the nineteen windmills still turn because diesel pumps keep
the polder dry today. Holland is also famous for cheese-making, and we visited the town of Gouda, just north
of Rotterdam. We had a cheese tasting at a working farm, and we walked around the old town. The Royal
Pottery works at Delft are nearby, so we got to see how fine china and pottery are made.
Both of our cruises ended in Amsterdam, which is one of my favorite cities in the world. Amsterdam is famous
for its canals, so our included city tour was by canal boat rather than walking or bus. Because there is so
much to do, we spent a few days in Amsterdam at the end of both cruises.
Often the cruise lines will sell you a package deal that includes the cruise and airfare. Sometimes we take the
air package and other times we use frequent flier points. If you buy your airfare from the cruise line, they will
usually provide your airport transfer, and they will usually let you come early or stay longer for a few days.
Normally they have a small charge for this “deviation.”
We love to come early because that allows us to recover from jet lag before we get on the ship. We like to
stay late because both Basel and Amsterdam and great towns to visit. As you can tell from this article, river
cruising is a great way to travel, especially as you get older and are less able to cope with the headaches and
details of traveling on your own.
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MARCH MEETING SUMMARY
MALAWI: POLITICS, HISTORY, EDUCATION, AND LANDMARKS

by Luree Miller

Malawi…how many of us knew anything about this country other than the fact that
it is in Africa? Thus, our club was in for a treat for the March 9th program when
newlyweds Rachel and Marvin Kaulembe introduced us to Malawi, their stunningly
beautiful homeland. Rachel has been in Denver for 3 years to complete her studies
at the University of Denver, with plans to work as a mentor of young women in
education or to create her own non-profit organization when she returns to Malawi.
Marvin, with a degree in social work and community Development, currently follows
his passion as a photographer, videographer, and documentary consultant, and has
a freelance company known as Snapdrobe Media (snapdrobephotography.com). He
has been in Denver for just over one year to be with Rachel.
Malawi is a tropical landlocked nation in southeastern Africa that is one-third
covered in lakes, especially freshwater Lake Malawi, the 9th largest and 6th deepest
lake in the world. This lake contains an estimated 2000 fish species (many are
prized by aquariam lovers), the most of any lake in the world. The capital is
Lilongwe; the nation’s population is around 19 million; the country is divided into 28
districts and 3 regions (north, central, south); there are over 15 tribes and
languages (although English is considered the official language of the country); and
the main religions are Christianity (70%), Islam (20%), and tribal religions (10%).
The economy includes fish farming (mostly on small ponds owned by individuals, not corporations), as well as
livestock and chicken farming. Raising chickens, for example, is mostly free-range in rural settings, because
chicken feed is expensive, but urban chicken farmers generally can afford to both cage and vaccinate their
flocks. Agriculture is of primary economic importance – especially field corn (one mainstay of the population’s
diet, which has led to Rachel and Marvin trying to laughingly adjust to our country’s sweet corn flavor) and
tea. Malawians love their tea, no matter how hot the weather (perhaps inherited from their years as a British
protectorate?). By the way, just like in Britain, Malawians also drive on the left.
The economy remains unstable, leaving a burdensome 70% unemployment rate among the younger
population. Marvin said that is one reason he is following his passion for photography now, because wellpaying jobs are so scarce for the younger generation. Several nations are currently investing in Malawi –
South Africa, Egypt, Germany, and China among them, but local jobs remain sparse. For example, China is
hiring other Chinese to help build roads, bridges, stadiums, and hotels, rather than hiring Malawians.
Malawi was known as Nyasaland until July 6, 1964, when it achieved independence from its colonizer, Great
Britain. The word Malawi, in English, means “Warm heart of Africa.” Its first president was Hastings Banda,
who had been a close friend of Queen Elizabeth II. Malawi elected its fourth, and first female, president in
2011 – Joyce Banda (no relation to Hastings Banda). In 2014, she was labeled the 40 th most powerful woman
in the world and the most powerful woman on the African continent.
Education in Malawi, adopted from the British system, includes both public and private (boarding and day)
schools. Kindergarten is optional, and primary schools (grades 1-8) are easily accessed because they are free.
But there are fewer secondary schools (grades 9-12), which are not free. Therefore, many children quit
school after grade 8, because families cannot afford the fees associated with secondary school. Internet
services are also costly, which means news and information is oftentimes difficult to obtain. The literacy rate
is around 75% for males and 55% for females.

continued on page 12
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MARCH MEETING SUMMARY, continued from page 11
MALAWI: POLITICS, HISTORY, EDUCATION, AND LANDMARKS
Depending on the region, tribes will learn anywhere from two to five tribal languages, although the accents
will differ, making it hard to always understand what is said. The Swahili language comes closest to the local
language that both Rachel and Marvin briefly spoke during our meeting, to give us a chance to hear their
language spoken. No member of our club tried to imitate their language…a wise decision!
The country is interspersed with many things to see and do – from hiking to swimming to diving to exploring
game preserves. The tallest mountain in Malawi is Mulanje Massif, elevation 9849 feet. Kayamawa Lake
Malawi Resort even has an airport, making it easy to access, and Mumbo Island Camp is an island that almost
literally “floats” on Lake Malawi. Game preserves like Tongole Wilderness Lodge and Majete Wildlife Reserve
offer safaris to see lions, giraffes, elephants, and more.
At the end of their talk, Rachel and Marvin addressed many questions:

Is it easy for members of different tribes to marry? Generally, yes, although a history of long-standing feuds,
especially among some of the northern tribes, can still make it difficult. And depending on the tribe, a “bride
price” still exists.

What is the infrastructure like? Thanks to Malawi’s first president, transportation is good in urban areas,

although still wanting in rural areas, making access to schools and hospitals a challenge. As an example,
Rachel said her mother walked one hour each way to and from school when she was a child.

At what age do Malawians generally marry? In the lower class and in extreme poverty families, girls marry at

around age 15 in order to help take care of the husband’s family and/or reduce the number of mouths to feed
in their own family.

What is the tourist industry like? Tourism is the second most important part of Malawi’s economy. Most of

the tourists are from the UK and America. The Malawian currency is kwacha, and the current exchange rate
with US dollars is one dollar = 781 kwacha.

What has Malawi’s COVID response been so far? The country is awaiting donations from other countries but
expects help this week, most likely from South Africa. However, no vaccines have been given yet.

Are there chiefs in the villages? Yes, they are highly respected and oversee local rules separate from
governmental rules. The title and position is passed from one family member to another.

Are animals in wildlife reserves protected? Yes. Poaching and industrialization of wildlife areas are forbidden,
and some animals that were previously considered extinct in the area are being re-introduced.

Compare the size of Malawi to the US. Malawi is about the same size as Florida with the same population
numbers. Colorado is one-and-one-half times larger but with only a quarter of the population.

Zikomo (thank you in their native language) to both Rachel and Marvin for spending such a delightful evening
with us – and for such a wonderful introduction to their country. Now it’s time for Friendship Force
International to investigate establishing a club in this fabulous, friendly country!
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CALENDAR 2021
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

APR 6

APRIL SOCIAL
Friday, 6:15 p.m.
A Real Reel Movie Night
Details page 6

APR 9

APRIL PROGRAM
APR 13
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
CHINA and the U.S. – CAN WE GET ALONG?
Virtual meeting via Zoom
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

MAY 4

MAY PROGRAM
MAY 11
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
FITTING SOME PUZZLE PIECES TOGETHER…
IT’S ALL ABOUT OUR MEMBERS!.
Virtual meeting via Zoom
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

JUNE 1

JUNE PROGRAM
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
BALKAN RAIL ADVENTURE
Virtual meeting via Zoom

JUNE 8

ANNUAL PICNIC
Sunday, time TBD
Volunteers needed!

SAVE THE DATE!
AUGUST 1ST at the Tanners.
Volunteers needed!
Call Gerry Forney

DENVER
INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT

AUG 1

Zoom links are sent out in advance of the
meeting by webmaster Gerry Forney. They
are sent from Friendship Force Denver.
ELECTRONICS RECYCLING EVENT
My HOA is partnering with PCs for People to
sponsor a recycling event April 24 - 25. They
accept almost anything computer or cell
phone related with no fee. No TVs. To request
information contact carolcoriell@gmail.com.
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