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Friendship Force of Denver
https://www.facebook.com/friend
shipforceofdenver

ABOUT THE CLUB
We are resuming in-person
meetings at our usual meeting
place, Calvary Baptist Church,
6500 E. Girard Avenue, Denver
80224 at 6:45 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of most months. You
must wear a mask if you are not
vaccinated. We will not be serving
food; feel free to bring your own
snacks. See up-to-date information
on our website:
www.friendshipforcedenver.org

Guests are always welcome.
Come visit and bring your friends!

CLUB OFFICERS
President . . . . . . . . . . . Gerry Forney
Vice President . . . . . . Ilene Americus
Secretary . . . . . . . . . Heidi McKelrath
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . Irene Ludwig
Newsletter Editor. . . . . . Carol Coriell
Newsletter submissions are welcome
and are due on the 24th of the month.
To contact us, please send an email to
ffdboard@gmail.com

MAY, 2022
MAY PROGRAM
TUESDAY, MAY 10, 6:45 p.m. IN PERSON!
Calvary Baptist Church, 6500 E. Girard Avenue
LAKE BAIKAL: RUSSIA’S ENDANGERED WORLD
HERITAGE SITE
Luca Anna Palasti is a doctoral
student in the Geography Department
at CU Boulder. Luca came to the US
from Hungary in 2016 and studied
geography and international
economics at Southern Illinois
University. Luca moved to Boulder in
2019 and completed a master’s
degree in geography, studying how
weather and climate impact ranching
operations. Her doctoral research will
assess decision-making processes in
the face of global climate change.
Join us to hear how climate change is affecting Lake Baikal in Siberia,
which is the largest lake (by volume) on our planet. The lake
contains 20% of the world's total unfrozen freshwater reserves.
Baikal has more water than the five Great Lakes combined, and it is
the deepest lake in the world with a maximum depth of more than a
mile. Lake Baikal is also the oldest freshwater lake in the world,
dating back more than 25 million years.
In 1996, UNESCO designated Lake Baikal as a World Heritage Site
stating: “The lake contains an outstanding variety of endemic flora
and fauna, which is of exceptional value to evolutionary science. It is
also surrounded by a system of protected areas that have high scenic
and other natural values.”
Protecting Lake Baikal will be an incredibly challenging initiative in the
current political/geopolitical environment. UNESCO may add Lake
Baikal to its List of World Heritage Sites in Danger, as many
environmental laws governing the area expired in the last year. But
will that be enough?

FROM THE PRESIDENT, GERRY FORNEY
IT TAKES A VILLAGE!
In January, Friendship Force Denver organized a Cultural Mentoring team for an Afghan
refugee family. FFD has partnered with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, one
of nine private refugee agencies accredited by the US Government. We chose LIRS
because in 1950 this organization sponsored Irene Ludwig’s family. Irene’s parents and
her four siblings were Hungarian refugees stuck in a refugee camp in Austria.
Our FFD team now has six members who have been trained and vetted by LIRS. The team members are Ilene
Americus, Nancy Crocker, Susan Fayed, Gerald Forney, Irene Ludwig, and Doug Wheeler. Doug is not a
member of FFD, but we hope he will join soon. These six people completed an intensive process to become
LIRS volunteers.
The first step in becoming a volunteer was to attend a one-hour virtual orientation called “Refugee 101.” As a
second step, we filled out an online volunteer application. The third step was to complete a background
check. All six of us passed with flying colors. The final step was to attend a two-hour virtual training on how
to be a cultural mentor. This session emphasized role-playing and how to deal with cross-cultural values and
challenges, which are skills that we have already mastered as hosts and ambassadors in Friendship Force.
LIRS did not formally assign us an Afghan family, but FFD acquired its family by accident. Before I talk about
the family, I need to say a few words about privacy. When Irene’s family were refugees in 1949 and 1950,
they did not have the sort of privacy that we have come to expect today. In fact, they were used as “poster
children” for immigration reform. There is an entire booklet devoted to Irene’s family’s experience as
refugees. It is still in print, and I can mail you a copy if you are interested. We have lots of copies!
As LIRS volunteers, we signed several agreements about how we would
behave, and what we would do as volunteers. For example, we agreed
not to post any pictures of our family on “social media” (which probably
includes FFD Newsletter). Our Afghan family still has 22 immediate
family members in Afghanistan, and online information might subject
their relatives to extortion and violence. So, I will protect our family (the
“Husseins”) by giving them pseudonyms and not sharing any pictures of
them. The picture I have included shows two young Afghan refugee
boys who reminded me of the “Hussein” boys.
A few days before Christmas 2021, I was the first member of the FFD team to complete the volunteer training.
LIRS requires that we have five people certified as volunteers before we can be assigned a family. I knew that
this would take at least a month, so I applied online for an individual volunteer opportunity. I filled out a
simple form. A day later, an LIRS case manager contacted me with an opportunity to help.
The “Husseins” have a two-year-old son named “Jamil”. Shortly after Christmas, “Jamil” climbed on a table
and fell off, breaking both bones in his left arm. The case manager asked me to drive the father (“Ahmad”)
and the boy to the pediatric emergency room at Denver General Hospital. The case manager recommended
DG since the “Husseins” were still waiting to receive their Medicaid cards and DG would provide free care. A
few hours later, “Jamil” left with his left arm in a sling. I also scheduled four follow-up appointments including
a hard cast, weekly monitoring of healing, and cast removal. So, it looked like I was in for the long haul.
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE! continued
I spent a great deal of time with the “Husseins” in January and February. While practicing English with
“Ahmad”, I have learned about their lives in Afghanistan and their experience as refugees. “Ahmad”, the
father was born in 1988, and he has six brothers and two sisters. “Ahmad’s” father and his brothers all
worked as contractors for the US Army, so the entire family (26 people) qualified for the Special Immigrant
Visa program. Only four members of the “Hussein” family managed to escape Afghanistan on the airlift
between August 15 and August 30. “Ahmad’s” immediate family (his wife “Fatima” and two sons) made it out
because he was working as a guard at the airport.
“Ahmad” started work as a contractor for the US Army in 2010 when he was 22 years old. His first job was as
a personal training assistant in a gym run for the American our army in northern Afghanistan. The US Army
base was closed in 2013 when the US drew down its forces from 66,000 troops to about 32,000 soldiers. The
plan was to replace the American soldiers with Afghan police and soldiers. By January 2021, there were only
2,500 American soldiers left in Afghanistan.
“Ahmad” (along with his father and brothers) then went to work for the newly expanded Afghan National
Police. Their duties included performing security checks and responding to threats and other local
disturbances. In early 2021, “Ahmad” took a one-month class to learn to become a combat medic.
“Ahmad” married “Fatima” in 2017. They quickly had two sons (“Eid” born in 2018 and “Jamil” born in 2019).
Fatima is due to have a third son late in April.
After they were evacuated in August, the family spent a month at the “Emirates Humanitarian City” in Abu
Dhabi. They were screened and then flown to Joint Base McGuire in central New Jersey. They spent a month
there and were then transferred to Marine Corps Base Quantico south of Washington, DC. All three refugee
camps were acceptable, but the “Husseins” particularly liked the Marines at Quantico. Once the processing
and vaccinations were completed, the family was flown to Denver, where they were met by LIRS staff and
volunteers.
In Denver, the family stayed in a motel and then in two different Airbnbs. On January 19, after a month in
Denver, they signed a one-year lease for a two-bedroom apartment in Aurora. LIRS provided beds, furniture,
kitchenware, and other household goods. LIRS also paid their rent for six months with grant money.
Since January, the FFD team has helped the “Hussein” family in many ways. Nancy Crocker is a former ESL
(English as a Second Language) teacher. She has provided a computer and various teaching aids to improve
the family’s English skills. Dealing with Comcast Xfinity was especially challenging, but Nancy persevered. She
is also helping “Ahmad” write a resume and find a job. Ilene Americus, Susan Fayed, and Doug Wheeler have
taken “Fatima” to doctor’s appointments. Doug Wheeler and a friend moved some donated furniture into their
apartment. Doug also helped with opening a bank account, Xcel bills, and Colorado ID cards. It takes a
village! In late January, “Ahmad” (the father) slipped on the ice and broke both elbows. Ilene Americus took
him to the emergency room, and then Irene Ludwig helped with the follow-up appointments with an
orthopedic surgeon.
My efforts have been focused on feeding the family. They are Muslim, so they want the meat they eat to be
halal (which means permissible). Halal is the Muslim equivalent of kosher, and halal meat is sold in special
ethnic grocery stores. “Ahmad” and I usually go to a halal market for meat, and then he buys the other
groceries at a King Soopers. I have taught him how to use King Soopers gift cards, the King Soopers card,
and the EBT card (food stamps). I also taught him about comparison shopping and started him on a
budgeting process. The family will receive TANF, which is the new name for welfare, until “Ahmad” finds a
job.
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE! continued
Each member of our team has contributed to the effort. So far, I have volunteered 65 hours, and have driven
a total of 350 miles. LIRS wants us to keep track of our time because they have a federal grant to support
their volunteers. LIRS values each volunteer hour at $25.98 per hour. For each hour that volunteers log, LIRS
receives a triple federal matching grant of $77.64 per hour. My 65 hours means that I have generated more
than $5,000 which will go to support refugee families like the “Husseins.”
The “Hussein” family is doing all right for the time being, but they certainly have many challenges ahead.
Studies indicate that refugee families that are mentored by groups like Friendship Force Denver tend to be
more successful at making the transition to the new culture. Irene’s family is certainly grateful to all the
people who helped them in the 1950s, providing them with food, jobs, medical care, and a place to live.
Friendship Force Denver should be justifiably proud of what our group has done so far.
The “Husseins” are a lucky family when compared to many other Afghans. There is no telling what will
happen to the other 22 members of “Ahmad’s” family who are trapped in Afghanistan. “Ahmad” uses
WhatsApp to speak to his family weekly, and they report that they are hungry and trying to hide from the
Taliban. As former US Army contractors, the rest of his family is in great danger. The Taliban is actively
hunting and killing people who worked for western militaries or the Afghan army or police.
There are about 250,000 people still stuck in Afghanistan who could qualify for the Special Immigrant Visas.
These visas are reserved for people (and their families) who risked their lives working for American troops.
About 50,000 people who qualified for SIVs made it out during the airlift in August, and Friendship Force
Denver is glad to be helping one of these SIV families.
So, what can you do to help? There are nine resettlement agencies (including LIRS) that are approved by the
US Government to support refugees. All of them would be pleased to receive a cash donation. Here is a link:
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/us-resettlement-partners.html
Our group could use a couple more volunteers. Please give me a call if you are possibly interested. You could
come on a shopping trip or other activity with “Ahmad” and me and get an idea of what is involved.
If actively participating isn’t feasible, LIRS is also accepting donations of furniture and other items. For
example, Carol Coriell organized a coat drive that provided 85 badly needed winter coats.
Assembling baskets & bins for newly arrived refugees is a fun and effective way to get involved. You could
recruit another FFD member to help. Apartment Bins, Baby Baskets, and Hygiene Baskets are needed. The
lists are specific and well-thought-out, and the items are readily available. It’s nice to know that your
donations are targeted, and will be used and appreciated.
The LIRS website has more specific information about what is needed:
https://www.lfsrm.org/programs-and-services/refugees/refugee-asylee-volunteer-program/baskets-binsdonations-refugees/
Gerry Forney
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2022 JOURNEYS
This is an ongoing plea for our members to get involved and remember what Friendship Force
is about. We cannot do it without your involvement. These past couple of years
have been tough on all of us, but if you want our club to continue, we all need to help.
Inbound
Raleigh NC will visit Denver September 12-16, 2022. We are currently looking for volunteers to
coordinate and help with this Journey. This will be a 4 night Journey with the group arriving
on Monday and leaving Friday. Please contact Ilene if you are willing to get involved
either as a host or Coordinator. There are currently 10 Ambassadors - one couple and 8
singles.
Since our September meeting falls in this Journey, we thought it would be nice to have the Welcome
Party as part of our meeting. We will be doing a potluck dinner at the church (regulations
agreeable) so please sign up to bring something fun. More details to follow.

Outbound
Our club will be visiting Bundaberg and the Blue Mountain clubs of Australia November 8-24, 2022.
Nancy Crocker and Heidi McKelrath are the Coordinators for this Journey. The trip is filling up so, if you are
interested in participating, please complete the applications sent in the recent email blast and send your
deposit to Nancy. If you are even considering this Journey, please let her know as the Journey is now open to
other clubs in the region. If you have any questions, contact Nancy or Heidi. Details are on the following page.
Of Special Interest: Upcoming Domestic Trips
Additionally, there are several exciting upcoming FFI Journeys in 2022. You can find them listed in the catalog:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX1vQRPCDabFmV0Wsrl3mr4ikxNX_QM3PSHxiNJ05UcQ8CsIJVSLEr-Wk_owPO_c6gMRWYX7RvcusPstl/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g1184e5d7b47_0_0
Friendship Force of Northern Colorado is doing a mini-Journey to Sunrise, WY on June 24-26. Similar to
Redstone CO, Sunrise was a mining town, entirely owned by the Colorado Fuel and Iron Company. As a
reaction to the Ludlow Massacre in 1914 (a mass killing of striking miners and families by the Colorado
National Guard and mine guards) the company decided to make Sunrise a model town. Brick houses replaced
wooden ones, a YMCA and a hospital were built, and a park with a playground was created, along with other
improvements. The mine and town were closed in 1980, the company filed bankruptcy, and the town was put
up for sale. Lodging and camping are available in Guernsey and Torrington. Call LaDonna Palm (651) 3022024 or email her at dnlpalm@aol.com if you are interested in going.

2023 Journeys
Inbound
Denver will host Western Michigan and possibly Shizuoka Japan.
Outbound
Denver will be visiting Mid-Willamette Valley Oregon. We requested an outbound international Journey to
either Costa Rica or Canada.
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Ambassadors had a kickoff meeting via Zoom on April 16, 2022, to introduce ourselves and get a feel
for the adventures that await us. We went over who’s who in this journey, the travel documents
needed, the most recent travel regulations, and choices for group activities during our Sydney
layover. Two of us, who will remain nameless, are going to climb the Sydney Harbour
Bridge…perhaps.
After the official journey ends in Bundaberg, the Ambassadors were offered the opportunity to
explore an island and its surrounding waters at the southern end of the world-famous Great Barrier
Reef. Four ambassadors will pursue this option.
Ambassadors are going to decide what committee(s) they want to work on. We will also be gathering
photos and biographies for each ambassador. We want to make the best match possible between
ambassador and host.
Ambassadors will participate in a few workshops before the journey to get an in-depth knowledge of
what will be our temporary home in November.
If you are interested in the journey, two slots have just opened. After they are filled, we will start a
waitlist. Both Australian clubs have lowered the number of Ambassadors they can host. Although they
will honor their original numbers, each would prefer 12-14 Ambassadors at most.
We are currently working with Kim Fong Sheremeta of FF Denver on internal transportation within
Australia.
And remember, this is a koala bear in name only, they belong to the marsupial family.
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(MLB) Major League Baseball is back,
but so is (MLB) Munch Lunch Bunch!!

We’ll kick things off with an indulgence at an old Denver favorite
“everyday neighborhood” diner that has been a popular tradition in
the Mile High City since 2006. But most importantly, we’ll indulge
in reuniting with lunch-hungry, friendship-hungry, laugh-filledhungry Friendship Force friends over plates/bowls of regional
favorites from coast to coast and north to south.
Date and time: Tuesday, May 31st, at 11:15 a.m.
Place: Steuben’s Uptown, 523 E. 17th Avenue, Denver (at corner
with Pearl Street) https://www.steubens.com/uptown-menu/

Other details:
 RSVP – Luree Miller: lureemiller@mac.com
 or 415-215-3770Deadline to RSVP: Wednesday, May 25
 The maximum number the restaurant can accommodate on this reservation (so
don’t hold back!): 16
 Parking info: There is a small parking lot associated with the restaurant, as well as
2-hour street parking, but this is an inner urban setting, so you know the
challenges associated with that! You might have a 2-3 block walk if the restaurant
parking lot is full.
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APRIL PROGRAM SUMMARY

by Luree Miller

SCIENCE WITH A SOCIAL CONSCIENCE IN THE WILDS OF MADAGASCAR:
DISCOVERING THE DINOSAURS AND HELPING CHILDREN
Our club celebrated its first in-person meeting in much too long on April 12th. The speaker was David W.
Krause, a well-regarded vertebrate paleontologist whose primary area of study is early mammals. He is with
the Department of Earth Sciences at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science (DMNS). His topic was
“Science with a Social Conscience in the Wilds of Madagascar: Discovering Dinosaurs and Helping Children.” It
was a fascinating, mesmerizing talk.
He started his talk by saying that the only reason anyone is now even
aware of Madagascar is because of three popular animated movies about
Madagascar. It is a large island off the SE coast of Africa, over 2 times
the size of Colorado with a population of 29 million. If it were it a state, it
would be the 8th largest state in the USA. Once considered a haven for
pirates, it is also called the Great Red Island due to the red tint of its
sediment that bleeds into the Mozambique Channel. Parts of Madagascar
have a surprisingly high altitude – up to 9500-foot elevation. Although
there is some controversy surrounding the belief, Madagascar is
considered the most recently populated large landmass in the world.
The official language is Malagasy, most closely related to the Indonesian language. The other two languages
most commonly spoken are French and English. Vanilla beans and chocolate are the most sought-after
exports. Its richest citizens are in the government and the army, but most citizens are poor and subsist on a
diet of rice and little else.
Madagascar is a land of weird animals, including ancient lemurs the size of gorillas and an ancient elephant
bird that weighed 1600 pounds! France colonized Madagascar in 1896 and French scientists then began a
search for fossils. They found two fossilized dinosaur teeth, but nothing more. The French scientific literature,
however, inspired more French and Japanese expeditions in search of articulated specimens. But again, no
success, because the search was limited to surface exploration, not in-depth sedimentary rock exploration.
David Krause said he has had the fortune to participate in 13
pre-pandemic expeditions with the Mahajanga Basin Project
(initiated in July 1993) through DMNS. It has resulted in the
discovery of intact, well-preserved skulls and skeletons of
vertebrates from the Cretaceous period. He talked about many
of those discoveries, including “non-avian dinosaurs” (dinosaurs
that don’t fly) like the Rapetosaurus, a plant-eating dinosaur,
and Majungasaurus crenatissimus, a meat-eating dinosaur. Say
those names fast!! Ha!
Because all these discoveries are of previously unknown
dinosaurs, David Krause and the rest of the Mahajanga Basin
team had the privilege of being the first to give names to these
new dinosaurs. For example, he was a fan of the former rock band, Dire Straits, and particularly liked one of
its founding members, Mark Knopfler. So in a moment of wonderful whimsey, he named one newly
discovered Madagascar dinosaur Masiakasaurus knopfleri.

continued
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SCIENCE WITH A SOCIAL CONSCIENCE IN THE WILDS OF MADAGASCAR:
DISCOVERING THE DINOSAURS AND HELPING CHILDREN continued
Here are some additional interesting, often weird, facts he shared:
 Fossilized birds don’t preserve well, because of the small, thin bones that enable them to fly.
 Bones of a prehistoric plant-eating crocodile were discovered, although there are no modern
examples of this kind of crocodile – nor are there modern representations of any other
prehistoric fossil found on Madagascar.
 Prehistoric Madagascar turtles had a suction mechanism to catch prey.
 Beelzebufo ampinga was a prehistoric frog with a very large mouth, large enough to even eat a
juvenile dinosaur (check out the devil name the scientists gave it, another example of their
humor when naming these newly discovered prehistoric creatures.)
 99% of terrestrial vertebrate animals of Madagascar are found nowhere else in the world.
 Today, except for the mosquito, there are no dangerous or poisonous animals on the island.
Most mammals of the Cretaceous period were no larger than mice, but David Krause and his team discovered
a fossilized skeleton of a mammal – Vintana sertichi – whose skull was twice the size of any previously known
mammal from the entire dinosaur age…about the size of a large beaver. Because his main interest and
research is as a mammal vertebrate paleontologist, he said the discovery of rare mammal fossil remains on
July 20, 1993, was “what I live for!” And to illustrate the length of time between discoveries, that discovery
was the last for another 6 weeks of unsuccessful searching for more remains. Patience is obviously a primary
requirement to be a paleontologist!
Since this was a talk about social conscience regarding both prehistoric dinosaurs and children, he shifted to
the people of Madagascar. They are, in his words, among “the world’s most forgotten, poorest people.” The
children, being typical curious children, followed the scientists around. They had never seen pencils, paper, or
white people before, and they were unschooled because no schools existed in the rural areas. Illiterate,
however, does not mean stupid – they are smart people, eager to learn.
The children had each other, as well as
sticks and stones to play with, but
nothing we would consider a toy. The
population was rampant with disease,
especially diarrheal and respiratory
diseases, as well as malaria. But when
David Krause and his team asked the
elders of the communities what the team
could do to help, it wasn’t money that
was requested…it was “educate our
children.” So the team raised money
and hired a teacher for a yearly salary of
$500, and David founded the
Madagascar Ankizy Fund (“ankizy”
means “children” in the Malagasy
language) to provide humanitarian educational aid to the children. There are now 6 schools with
approximately 1000 children enrolled.
This was a most fascinating program. If you were there, you know what we’re saying. If you were unable to
be with us, you missed something special. But don’t fret. If you want some more detail about our speaker,
Madagascar history, the Ankizy Fund, or any of the dinosaur names in this summary, just do a Google search.
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BALKANS RAIL ADVENTURE, Part II of III

by Gerry Forney

Bosnia, Crimea, Kosovo, and Ukraine
Bosnia and Hercegovina (Sarajevo)
From Zagreb, we took a Croatian train about 100 miles to a point adjacent to the border with Bosnia (more
properly known as Bosnia-Hercegovina). We transferred to a chartered bus, crossed the border, and drove
125 miles south to Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia. Bosnia is the country that was most impacted by the
Yugoslav wars. In 1991, when the wars started, Bosnia was about 40% Moslem, 35% Serbian, and 15%
Croat. This volatile ethnic mix meant that most of the killing and ethnic cleansing took place in Bosnia. About
140,000 people were killed between 1991 and 2001 in all of Yugoslavia. Most of the deaths were in Bosnia
(100,000 or so) and the Bosnian killings included Moslems (65%), Serbs (25%), and Croats (10%).
Before 1991, Sarajevo was most famous as the place where World War I began. On June 28, 1914, a group
of Serbian nationalists (from Bosnia) managed to assassinate Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the
Austro-Hungarian throne. They were angry that Bosnia was ruled by Austria, and they wanted the province to
be joined with Serbia in a new Yugoslav nation. Austria declared war on Serbia on July 23, 1914, and that
was the beginning of World War I.
In one sense, the twentieth century began and ended in Sarajevo.
The century began with the assassination of the Archduke in 1914
and ended with the brutal four-year siege of Sarajevo (from April
1992 until February 1996). Our walking tour began at the corner
where Gavrilo Princip shot the archduke and his wife, Sophie. The
building on the corner was originally a delicatessen, but it was quickly
converted into a museum devoted to this world-shattering event.
During the Yugoslav communist years, Princip was treated as a
national hero because he was an ethnic Serb devoted to Yugoslav
unity. After the breakup of Yugoslavia, the museum got a new point
of view, and Princip is now considered something of a villain.
Our city tour of Sarajevo was mostly by bus. During the
wars, Bosnian Muslims changed the name of their ethnic
group, and they are now usually called Bosniaks. There were
about 5,400 civilians killed during the siege, in addition to
6,100 Bosniak soldiers and 2,200 Serbian soldiers. We saw
Muslim cemeteries scattered all through the town with their
distinctive white marble steles or gravestones. We drove
along the famous sniper alley where 225 people were shot
(including 60 children). Our final stop was a series of tunnels
that were dug beneath the airport to smuggle supplies into
the starving town.
From Sarajevo, we took a train 80 miles southwest to the
town of Mostar. Mostar is a well-preserved Ottoman town,
with an arched bridge and historic center that are both on the World Heritage List. Mostar was badly damaged
in the wars but has been lovingly restored.
Bosnia suffered enormously during the wars, and it is still quite poor. The GDP per capita is less than $7,000,
so the standard of living is about half of Croatia and a quarter of Slovenia. The war officially ended in Bosnia
with the Dayton Accords in 1995. However, the underlying issues have not been resolved, and today Bosnia
verges on being an ungovernable failed state like Somalia or Sudan.
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BALKANS RAIL ADVENTURE, Part II of III continued

by Gerry Forney

Bosnia, Crimea, Kosovo, and Ukraine
Our group took a chartered bus from Mostar and then crossed back into Croatia. Remember that Croatia is
shaped like a boomerang, so Croatia is both north and west of landlocked Bosnia. We spent half a day in the
coastal Croatian port of Dubrovnik. Dubrovnik was originally controlled by Venice but was a free city from the
14th to the 19th centuries. It is a World Heritage Site because of its wonderfully preserved medieval city walls.
Dubrovnik was the only place on our tour where we ran into lots of tourists since it is now an important cruise
port. It has also become famous these past few years because many of the scenes in “Game of Thrones”
were filmed in Dubrovnik.
Montenegro (Podgorica)
Late in the afternoon, we crossed the international border from Croatia to
Montenegro and spent a few hours in Kotor, which is also a World Heritage
medieval city. Like Dubrovnik, Kotor has a strong Italian influence, and it is
still one of the best-preserved medieval towns on the Adriatic coast. We
walked through the old town which was as charming as Dubrovnik was
overcrowded.
Our group only spent one night in Montenegro, and that was in the capital
city of Podgorica. Podgorica (“place below the little hill”) has about 150,000
people, and we did not get a chance to explore it. We arrived late one
evening and left early the next morning.
Most of the people in Montenegro are Orthodox Christians (about 75%), but
there is a significant Muslim minority (17%). After Yugoslavia broke up,
Montenegro remained closely allied with Serbia, and finally broke ties in 2006. Even today, Montenegro is
strongly allied with Serbia and Russia because of religious and linguistic ties. The country is very mountainous
and was never completely conquered by the Ottomans. Montenegro became independent in 1878 and
became part of Yugoslavia after World War I.
Montenegro is an Italian word meaning “Black Mountain.” In Montenegrin, the country is called Crna Gora
which also means “Black Mountain.” The language (Montenegrin) is very closely related to Serbo-Croatian. The
four languages in Central Yugoslavia (Bosnian, Croatian, Montenegrin, and Serbian) are all mutually
understandable. In 2017, a group of linguists decided these four languages are really dialects rather than
separate languages.
Tito (Josip Broz)
Josip Broz Tito was born in Croatia in 1892. During World War II, he was a leader
of communist guerillas that fought against the occupying German army. Tito
became the president of Yugoslavia in 1953 and remained in office until he died in
1980 at the age of 87. Although Tito was a communist, he split with Stalin in 1948
and tried to lead Yugoslavia on a “Third Way” somewhere between communism
and capitalism.
Tito managed to keep Yugoslavia’s six republics together from 1944 until 1980.
Tito used an iron fist, and ruthlessly crushed any hints of nationalism. But ten
years after Tito died, Yugoslavia fell apart, and the Yugoslav Wars began.

continued
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BALKANS RAIL ADVENTURE, Part II of III continued

by Gerry Forney

Bosnia, Crimea, Kosovo, and Ukraine
Tito kept one of his yachts in the Montenegrin port of Bar. He loved railroads and had a special private train
built in 1959. Tito decided to develop the Yugoslav coast by building a new 300-mile railroad from Belgrade to
Bar. The railroad was begun in 1952 but was not completed until 1975. The 280-mile journey from Podgorica
to Belgrade took us all day, and we arrived in Belgrade well after dark. The first 80 miles of the journey were
in Montenegro, then we crossed into Serbia for the last 200 miles. The trip was beautiful but remote, and the
train passed through very few towns.
Serbia (Belgrade)
Serbia was the main offender in the Yugoslav wars, and in many ways, it is still a pariah nation, not a member
of the EU or the Euro. Serbia has a GDP per capita of about $9,000 so it is poor when compared with Slovenia
or Croatia. However, Belgrade is a vibrant city on the Danube River with a population of almost 1.5 million
people. Belgrade was the capital of Yugoslavia from its creation in 1919, until 2006 when Montenegro and
Serbia finally broke up, and the name Yugoslavia became extinct.
Our city tour was focused on the fortress which guards the confluence of the Danube River and the Sava
River. The Sava (and its tributary the Drina) drain Bosnia, and much of Croatia and Slovenia. Irene and I also
visited the Palace of Princess Ljubica, which is a royal palace that dates from the 1830s and is beautifully
preserved.
Belgrade also has a nice little museum devoted to the life and inventions
of Nikola Tesla (1856-1943). Tesla was an ethnic Serb (his father was
an Orthodox priest), but he was born in Croatia. At that time, Croatia
was part of Austro-Hungary, so Tesla studied in Austria. He came to the
United States at the age of 28 and worked with Thomas Edison. Tesla
and Edison became bitter competitors over direct versus alternating
current and the future of electricity. Tesla conducted many experiments
in Colorado Springs. Today the airport in Belgrade is named for Tesla
even though he only visited the city once. The museum in Belgrade has
nearly everything that remains from Tesla’s life including his ashes.
Both Croatia and Serbia claim Tesla, and when Croatia joins the Euro in
2023, Tesla will be on the Croatian Euro coins.
The United States was an active participant in the breakup of Yugoslavia. In May 1999, the US Air Force and
NATO started a two-month bombing campaign that damaged Belgrade and other cities in Serbia. Memorably,
one of the first targets was the Chinese embassy in Belgrade, which was a mistake. The 78-day bombing
campaign killed about 1,000 soldiers and around 500 civilians including women and children. The purpose of
the bombing was to end the war in Kosovo, which I will talk about in the third and final part of this article.
Please stay tuned and come back next month.
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CALENDAR 2022
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

MAY 3

MAY PROGRAM
MAY 10
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
LAKE BAIKAL: RUSSIA'S ENDANGERED
WORLD HERITAGE SITE
MUNCH LUNCH BUNCH
MAY 31
Tuesday, 11:15 a.m.
Steuben’s Uptown, details on page 7
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

JUNE 7

JUNE PROGRAM
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
Program TBD

JUNE 14

ANNUAL PICNIC
Details TBD
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Zoom

AUG 7
SEPT 6

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM
SEPT 13
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
Welcome Party and pot luck for visitors
from Raleigh, N.C.

NEWSLETTER
PROGRAM SUMMARIES
Many, many thanks to Luree Miller for agreeing to
temporarily do the monthly program summary. Her
excellent recap of April’s program about the
dinosaurs of Madagascar is on pages 8 and 9.
Please note the word TEMPORARILY. We still need
volunteers for the future.
Carol Coriell
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