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ABOUT THE CLUB
Facebook.com/friendshipforceofDenver
Friendship
Force Denver meets at
Calvary Baptist Church, 6500 E. Girard
Avenue, Denver 80224 at 7 pm the
second Tuesday of Sept - Nov, and
Jan – May, and also offers numerous
social events throughout the year.
More information at
www.friendshipforcedenver.org

FEBRUARY PROGRAM . . TUES, FEB 13 7:00 pm
THE UKRAINE
Our six Open World delegates from the Ukraine are looking forward
to sharing their homeland culture and personal life with us.
All are young activist professionals who work in government. They
want to learn techniques to decentralize their government, ways to
end corruption, and how to bring services to the locals. Their job
titles include: Township Head, assistant to a Parliament Head,
Regional Development Adviser, Public Monitoring Deputy Head, and
Executive Director at a Center for Public Communications. Come
meet our guests and join in the conversation.

Come join us and bring
your friends!
CLUB OFFICERS
President . . . . . . . . . . . . .John Giles

Jgiles_911@hotmail.com
Vice President. . . . . . . . . Anita Smith
Anita.smith22@gmail.com
Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . Kim Means
kimnchu@gmail.com
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . Jim Robinson
robinjd@q.com
Newsletter Editor. . . . . . Carol Coriell
carolcoriell@gmail.com
Newsletter submittals are due on the
24th of the month.

FEBRUARY REFRESHMENTS
LAST NAMES BEGINNING WITH M - R
Those bringing refreshments please
arrive by 6:45 pm.

NEWS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
Survey Says! Anyone that watches the TV show “Family Feud” is familiar
with this statement. This program asks contestants to name the top answers
of frequently asked questions. A question might be “what do you put on ice
cream?” The top answer is usually chocolate. However, everyone has a
different viewpoint, interest and taste.
At the January 9th monthly meeting we surveyed the Denver members for
their top activity choices in 2018. Here are the results from lowest to highest:

(5) Hiking – We are blessed with an abundance of
ready and available trails. Did you know that the
Beatles drummer Ringo Starr is an avid hiker in
Colorado? You never know what person or creature
you will encounter on the trails. There are many
terrific hikes within 10 miles of your home.

(4)

Cooking - Love food? Love hands-on
experiences? Make them part of your Friendship
Force night or weekend excursion. Let's get stirring,
chopping, mixing and tasting. Denver is a foodobsessed city. Let’s try some unique ingredients and
share an opportunity. Ask your neighbors and
friends to join in and experience the Denver
Friendship Force team.
(3) Photography – What group takes the most
traveling photos? I believe that we are close to the
top! Who takes more photos spanning the globe?
Where do we take our photos? We travel on land,
aboard small boats, large ships and along classic
train routes. Our incoming ambassadors have
commented on the boundless opportunities to be
surrounded by the natural wonders of Colorado. Our
club has numerous photographers who can share
their expertise
(2) Wine tasting – Where do you begin? With a wine
expert – local Sommelier. A Sommelier can make
note of the circumstances surrounding your wine

tasting experience that may affect your impressions
of the wine. For instance, a noisy or crowded room
makes concentration difficult. Cooking smells,
perfume, and even pet odor can destroy your ability
to get a clear sense of a wine’s aromas. A glass that
is too small, the wrong shape, or smells of detergent
or dust, can also affect the wine’s flavor. The
Sommelier can also describe the temperature of the
wine having an impact on your impressions, as will
the age of the wine and any residual flavors from
whatever else you’ve been eating or drinking. I’m
ready for this activity! I’m sure you are too.
And the number one Survey Says! Activity:
(1) Home Dining – We all enjoy a good time with
friends. Item (2) and item (4) go together (like pasta
and spaghetti).
“One of the very nicest things about life is the way
we must regularly stop whatever it is we are doing
and devote our attention to eating.” Luciano

Pavarotti

All of the top 5 activities have a common element.
We need your volunteer support. We need your
expertise. Can you sponsor one of these activities?
You can limit the number of people attending these
activities. Please contact a FF Denver board
member. Thanks.
John Giles
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2018 JOURNEYS
Dates May Be Subject to Change

June 13 – 27, 2018 International Outbound Journey We will travel to Lübeck,

Germany, followed by a week in Limburg, Belgium. Lübeck is the only city in the north of
Germany which still has an extensive medieval old city, comparable to some in southern
Germany. Though hit considerably by bombs in WWII, most of the old city has survived
from medieval times, or was reconstructed. Currently all ambassador positions have been
filled. To get on the waiting list, contact:
Ambassador Coordinator John Giles, jgiles_911@hotmail.com Cell: 303-710-5405

July 2018 Domestic Inbound Journey, Dayton, Ohio.

This journey has been
postponed until 2019. The Dayton club would like to combine a second club in the Rocky
Mountains with their visit.

September 13 – 20, 2018 International Inbound Journey, Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada. Sign-up sheets for both Home Hosts and Day hosts will be available at the next
meeting. Host Coordinator Melody Henson melodyhenson@comcast.net 720-989-7123
2019 Spring or Fall, Domestic Inbound Journey, Dayton, Ohio
2020 Spring or Fall: Outbound Journey to Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley FF Club.
Visit www.friendshipforce.org/Journeys to see the complete range of Journeys offered by
clubs throughout the world.

FF Western Colorado invites you to join them on a Journey to Lethbridge and

Saskatoon, Alberta, Canada, May 30 – June 11, 2018. More information: Verna Bunn,
Journey Coordinator, bunnverna@gmail.com 970-260-4787
Brazil “The Roots of Brazilian Culture, Food & Art” May 29 – June 9, 2018. Visit
clubs in Salvador & Sao Paulo. More information: Journey coordinator: Vickie Vance
<brlacolibri@gmail.com>

Experience Different Views.
Discover Common Ground.
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WHAT IS OPEN WORLD?

by Anita Smith

FF Denver will be hosting Open World delegates from the Ukraine, who will be first-time
visitors to America. They will visit us from Fri. Feb. 9 – Sat. Feb. 17. They will arrive in
the US on Feb. 7 and spend one day in Washington DC, then head our way on Friday.
We will provide them with their perception of the U.S. by hosting them in our homes and
sharing friendship as we meet them during the week.
We’re fortunate to have a group of five young professional delegates, two male and three
females, along with their female facilitator. Additionally, a translator joins the group from Monday to Friday.
They will visit various legislative agencies this week and should learn a lot about democracy, decentralized
government, and American politics.
Be sure to come to our Feb 13 meeting; our delegates will be making presentations, and sharing stories about
themselves and their professions. This is our chance to learn about their home, a country that has been
experiencing unrest since 2014. They all work in various responsibilities in their government.
The OWLC – Open World Leadership Center is an independent legislative branch funded by Congress. The Center
sponsors the Open World Programs. It conducts exchanges that establish lasting professional relationships
between emerging leaders and their US counterparts in democratic institutions. Delegates are provided
extensive exposure to American politics and civic life, and are hosted by American families. This allows for
exposure to multiculturalism, civic activism, and leadership development. Since Congress established Open
World in 1999, more than 26,000 Eurasian leaders from post-Soviet era countries have become alumni of Open
World. This is their website: www.openworld.gov
FFI has been a Open World grantee since 1999 and has hosted many delegates under this program. We apply
for these grants each year. It’s important to our organization because our US clubs enjoy hosting the OW
participants and it fills unused hosting for some of our clubs. Our goals include: creating ongoing partnerships,
providing two-way learning between Americans and OW participants, and the hope of return visits.
Here are some of the activities planned for their week in Denver:
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·

Visit the Capitol, meet a few legislators, take a tour

·

League of Women Voters

·

Regional Council of Governments

·

City of Littleton City Hall

·

Presentation by Metro District

·

Fun time on the weekend with home hosts

·

Small group dinners with club members

·

And of course, some shopping!
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INTERNATIONAL OUTBOUND JOURNEY
Lübeck, Germany and Limburg, Belgium

June 13 – 27, 2018

Final plans are being made for the outbound international journey to Lübeck, Germany and Limburg, Belgium.
The first team meeting and discussion was held at the Koelbel Library on January 23rd.
What can we expect in Lübeck? This is Germany's northernmost province set between the harsh North Sea
and the calmer Baltic, a peninsula that is invitingly expansive and empty. The gentler Baltic half is also home
to the resort of Travemünde, which lies on the boundaries of Lübeck and combines the role of charming
seaside town with that of a major port (huge ferries trundle up to Gothenburg, Helsinki and Malmo).
In the early 19th century, when sea bathing became the vogue among the gentry, Travemünde was referred
to by some as a German Saint-Tropez. Here, hunger and thirst is kept at bay with everything
from bierwurst to weisswurst, sugary delights such as quark bällchen (a kind of fluffy doughnut) and steins
of beer.
We are looking forward to this exciting journey in June, 2018. Currently all Ambassador positions have been
filled, but we are maintaining a wait list.
John Giles, Journey Coordinator jgiles_911@hotmail.com 303-710-5405

INTERNATIONAL INBOUND JOURNEY
Vancouver, B.C., Canada

SEPT. 13 – 20, 2018

Vancouver Quiz - True or False?
Vancouver is a coastal seaport city in western Canada, located in British Columbia.
Vancouver began as a makeshift tavern.
Forestry and tourism are the largest industries in Vancouver.
Vancouver is consistently named as one of the top worldwide cities for livability and quality of life.
Friendship Force Vancouver is visiting Denver on September 13-20, 2018.

All answers are true!

Save the dates!

Fun times ahead!

Melody Henson, Journey Coordinator melodyhenson@comcast.net 720-989-7123
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SPONSORED AMBASSADOR FUND WILL HELP BY FUNDING SCHOLARSHIPS
As you may know, Friendship Force Denver has a Sponsored Ambassador
Fund. This Fund was initially started in 1992 with a generous donation
from Dave Bentzin, which was matched through club fund-raising
initiatives. The intent is to provide financial assistance to deserving
Ambassadors for outgoing FFD trips. The focus is to enable younger
people, students or minorities to participate in Journeys. By enabling and
encouraging these additions to our Journeys, we enrich everyone’s
experience.
Recently the Club utilized Sponsored Ambassador funds to make a
contribution through Friendship Force International to help a group of
college students from Naga, Philippines to experience a Journey to
Kaohsiung, Taiwan.
In the words of the Journey Coordinator, Chuck Goldfarb:
“This past October, I returned to Baguio and Naga, leading ambassadors from Japan, New Zealand,
Australia, and the United States on a discovery journey, and once again more than 20 Ateneo Junior
Eagles from the Ateneo de Naga University did all the day hosting during the five days we were in Naga.
And three of them guided us on a two-night side-trip to the beaches at Caramoan. Indeed, the
students helped create an alternative model for future FF Journeys – while the adult home hosts
were busy at their full-time day jobs, the students took on all the day- time chores. They also put together
an amazing welcome dinner and the most warm-hearted farewell dinner.
Most of the Ateneo Junior Eagles come from families with modest incomes. Some of the parents are
working and living overseas, sending funds home to allow their children to attend college. Some families
live in neighborhoods without pipes to bring water into their homes.
The costs associated with traveling to even the closest Friendship Force club – obtaining a passport, bus
or van tickets for a 10-hour ride from Naga to Manila, airline tickets to and from Manila, club fee charges
– are prohibitive for these students. The closest club – Kaohsiung, Taiwan – has generously offered to
host the Junior Eagles for four nights in 2019 and has agreed to cut the club fee by 50% to $75 per
student. But we still must raise the funds needed to cover the students’ travel costs. We estimate that
$400 per student would allow these wonderful young people to participate in a potentially life-changing
experience. To support 18 student ambassadors, we will need $7,200 for their scholarships.”
We believe that this endeavor embodies the spirit of the Sponsored Ambassador program and were delighted to
be able to contribute $1,000.00 to make this a reality for these students.
How to apply for a Sponsored Ambassador position: If you know of someone who would be an asset to
one of our FF Denver Journeys, we encourage you to get in touch with the Journey Coordinator, a Board Member
or Ilene Americus. It is important that they indicate interest and apply early as Journeys can fill up quickly. The
guidelines are posted on the website.
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE BULLETIN
Check this site in each month’s newsletter for current planned activities that
all members are welcome to participate in – as long as space is available and
you have RSVP’d. Here are the current happenings:

MUNCH LUNCH BUNCH – No MLB scheduled for February. But be on the lookout for the information on
March’s outing at a later date.
FEBRUARY SOCIAL – Tuesday, February 20th , at 11:30 a.m. It’s February, so let’s chocolate-coat this
outing! That includes fun and a relaxed social time together at the newly opened (to rave reviews) Chocolate
Lab restaurant at 2504 E. Colfax Avenue in Denver (located in the Sie Film Center complex and next to
Tattered Cover). If 24-30 sign up, we take over the entire small restaurant…wouldn’t that be Willy Wonka
fun?!?! Deadline: February 16th – this is a very popular event, so please contact Nancy Crocker
(snjcrocker@aol.com) or Luree Miller (lureemiller@mac.com) to see if space is still available.
EARLY INFORMATION ON FUTURE SOCIAL OUTINGS
March (date pending): we will be volunteering at Project C.U.R.E. in celebration of World Friendship Day
(may include lunch afterwards). Check the club’s website in the near future for details, including date and
sign-up information.
April 19 & 21: A 2-part ethnic shopping/cooking/eating adventure. Will be limited to 25 adventuresome
souls. Details to come.
May 30: Tour of the National Ice Core Laboratory at the Federal Center, so don’t pack your parka and wooly
mittens yet! Details later.
ANNOUNCING SOMETHING NEW! – Periodically the Social Committee may advertise a Leave Everything
And Play (LEAP) spontaneous, spur-of-the-moment, fun, informative, and/or unique opportunity that
individuals might not have heard about in the Greater Denver Area. These announcements will most likely
come via a club eBlast to your email address, and it will be up to you to investigate further, arrange to invite
friends (or potential new FF members!), and make your own reservations. Another hopefully great way to be
informed of events in our neighborhoods that might spark interest and participation! Our first LEAP…
February 17th – Chinese New Year Celebration at Citypoint Church – 200 S. University Blvd., Denver.
10:30 am – 1:30 pm (free admission to cultural fair, Taste of China, and marketplace), 1:30 pm – 3:3:30 pm
(ticketed admission to Celebration Show, including traditional Lion Dance). Discounted tickets may still be
available – use coupon code DCS1840 for online orders…http://www.denverchineseschool.org/ticket/cnyc.html
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JANUARY MEETING RECAP
TALES/TAILS OF AFRICA

by Roy Cohen

At our last meeting, the Africa travelers provided a “living room style” sharing of personal anecdotes
and photos from their journey to Uganda, Kenya and on safari. They invited us to have an imaginary
glass of wine while settling in to watch a slide show of amazing photos and listen to “African Tales/Tails.”
From Mike Tanner’s story of the baboon who broke into their cabin and almost stole a suitcase, to
Laurie Seymour and Roy Cohen in their native Ugandan tribal dress, to the native instruments shared
by Pam Comello, to a person, everyone was transformed by this experience. In addition, Laurie invited
Esther Lyles, a Ugandan friend from Kampala to attend that evening. She added colorful commentary
as a Ugandan living in the US, pointing out how race is perceived differently in the two countries.
Thanks to: Pam Comello, Linda Giles, Anne Green, Jack Green, Greg Gulley, Karen Gulley, Cindy
Tanner, Mike Tanner, Dee Fifer, Ilene Americus, Pat Welch, Laurie Seymour and Roy Cohen.

Laurie Seymour in
her gomesi, and
Roy Cohen in his
kanzu, tribal-wear
gifts
from
the
Kampala club.
Linda Giles sports her African jewelry.
Mike Tanner shows off the rugged hat that was a gift from
the Nairobi club.
Pam Comello delights in the African musical instruments
that she brought home.
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MY VILLAGE HOMESTAY IN NORTHERN LAOS

by Melody Henson

What an adventure! This past fall, I traveled independently with a friend for 5
weeks through Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia and southern Thailand. In stunningly
beautiful northern Laos, I hired a guide for a two-day jungle excursion and village
homestay. We initially “trekked” for 7 hours on twisting trails through the steamy
jungle as we passed working rice paddies, roaming water buffaloes, and flowing
rubber trees. (Hiking in Colorado is much easier with our lower humidity and
temperature.)
When we reached our small village, which is not accessible by roads or cars, we
were warmly welcomed by the “chief” who is similar to an elected mayor. Access
to his village is only by foot or by motorcycle on the narrow jungle trails. The
village has no indoor plumbing or paved streets. When it gets dark, the residents
go to sleep and it is silent except for an occasional dog bark or rooster crow. The
quietness is very peaceful.
The morning finds men laboring in the village and jungle, and women feeding
children coconuts and getting them ready for school. Younger children attend
the dirt-floored school in the village, while the older students must walk across
the river on the bamboo bridge to the next village.
The bridge washes out every year during the rainy
season and must be rebuilt again by hand.
Pedestrians share the bridge with motorcycles.
It’s tax time in Laos also! Their system is quite
unique, and even friendly. In the photo, the man
in the white shirt with a nearby calculator is the
tax man from the Lao government. He figures up
the amount of money that is due from individuals.
The woman taxpayer has brought her stash of
cash in the pink plastic bag, which she will
immediately use to pay the tax man. When the taxes of the villagers have been
determined and collected, the tax man will give the cash to the friendly village
chief, who is the man standing and smoking a cigarette. The chief is responsible
for getting the money to the government for tax payments.
After departing the village on the
second day, we trekked about an
hour through the jungle and then
kayaked down the river for a few
hours before finally returning to the delightful city of Luang Prabang.
I highly recommend visiting northern Laos. The culture is fascinating
and the scenery is stunning. People are helpful and kind. The food is
delicious and healthy. Lao adventures await you!
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2017 FFD Membership was 107 and so far for 2018 membership is 83. See the notice
below for volunteers to host coffees to get the news out about our great organization.

In April and May the FFD Membership Committee
would like volunteers to host coffees in different
areas of Denver to provide information to those
interested in Friendship Force Denver. You
provide your home and coffee and the club will
provide desserts and a volunteer speaker. Please
contact Linda Lustig 720-839-8562 if you would
like to participate or for more information.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
JENNY, ELAINE, and BODIE WOLFSCHLAG
Jenny Wolfschlag is a Colorado native and Civil Engineer who graduated from Colorado School of Mines. She is
a single mother of two teenagers, Bodie and Summer. Jenny’s mother, Elaine Wolfschlag, also lives with them
in Arvada. Jenny is a civil engineer for the City and County of Broomfield; she serves on the Planning Commission
for City of Arvada, and is active with Columbine Figure Skating. Jenny inherited her love of travel from her
mother and has been fortunate to share that passion with her children.
Jenny, Bodie and Elaine recently returned from a month-long trip through Germany, and they have travel
planned to Peru, Japan and Indonesia in 2018. Jenny enjoys snowboarding, photography, and hiking. Summer
is busy preparing for college and hopes to attend law school, while Bodie is more interested in math and
science. When they aren’t studying, the girls both enjoy figure skating.
Elaine recently
retired from
Colorado School of
Mines and is
looking forward to
having time to
travel. She was
active in FF Denver
in the early 90’s,
and made two trips
to the Republic of
Georgia. She is
excited about
getting back into
the club.
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2018 CALENDAR
BOARD MEETING*
Tuesday, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
FEBRUARY PROGRAM*
Tuesday, 7:00 – 9:00 pm

DIRECTORY REVISION
FEB 6
FEB 13

Please check your listing in the current directory, and
advise Carol Coriell carolcoriell@gmail.com of any
changes for the upcoming revision.

REMINDER:

Names beginning with M – R

WESTERN REGIONAL SUPER CONFERENCE
MAY 3 – 5, 2018
ELK GROVE, CA
More information at

Those bringing refreshments
please arrive by 6:45 pm.

www.ffsacramento.org/ConferenceUpdates

FEBRUARY REFRESHMENTS

WORLD FRIENDSHIP DAY

MAR 1

BOARD MEETING*
Tuesday, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

MAR 6

MARCH PROGRAM*
Tuesday, 7:00 – 9:00 pm

MAR 13

BOARD MEETING*
Tuesday, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

APR 2

APRIL PROGRAM*
Tuesday, 7:00 – 9:00 pm

APR 9

BOARD MEETING*
Tuesday, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

MAY 1

REGIONAL CONFERENCE
MAY 3 – 5
Elk Grove, California (near Sacramento)
Details page 9
MAY PROGRAM*
Tuesday, 7:00 – 9:00 pm

Excerpt from a Christmas letter received
from long-time member Virginia Harder:
Since 1989 my life has been enriched through
Friendship Force hosting and being hosted by
“strangers” who become lifelong friends. Living in
homes one soon learns our cultures may be
different, however we are more similar than unlike.
Homestays have been satifying, life changing
experiences. I’ve visited Costa Rica, Soviet Georgia,
England, Germany, Japan, Norway, Brazil, New
Zealand, Australia, The Netherlands, Belgium,
Turkey, Republic South Africa, Poland, Ukraine,
Egypt, Israel, Thailand, Canada, Chile, Scotland,
Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, and Bosnia. In addition
to international destinations, there have been many
meaningful home stays in the U.S.

MAY 8

*Board meetings and monthly meetings are held
at Calvary Baptist Church, 6500 E. Girard Ave.,
Denver 80224
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NEW YEAR’S DAY OPEN HOUSE
What better way to open the New Year than with a number of Friendship Force friends and guests! Mary Lou
Bennington graciously hosted, which gave those in attendance ample opportunity to understand why her
reputation for holiday decorations has reached so far and wide. She definitely has a wizard’s creative eye
when it comes to the holidays! Everyone reported a wonderful time of wining, dining, laughing, and talking up
a storm together. Thanks to Mary Lou for hosting, and thanks to everyone who helped by donating the
bountiful repast that kept the crowd in the holiday spirit in so many wonderful ways. If you missed this event,
you missed more than just a delightful time – you missed a smashing delightful time! But there is always next
New Year’s Day…so plan ahead now for 2019!

Carol Coriell, Newsletter Editor
Carol Coriell, Editor
7900 W. Layton Avenue, #846
Littleton CO 80123

