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ABOUT THE CLUB
Friendship Force Denver meets at 6500
E. Girard Avenue, Denver 80224 at
6:45 p.m. the second Tuesday of Sept Nov, and Jan – May, and also offers
numerous social events throughout the
year. See our website for more
information at
www.friendshipforcedenver.org

Come visit and bring
your friends!
CLUB OFFICERS
President . . . . . . . . . . . . .John Giles

jgiles_911@hotmail.com

Vice President. . . . . . . . . Anita Smith
anita.smith22@gmail.com
Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . Kim Means
kimnchu@gmail.com
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . Jim Robinson
robinjd@q.com
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Carol Coriell
carolcoriell@gmail.com
Newsletter submittals are due on the
24th of the month.

HERE’S TO THE HEROES
Riggs Smith grew up in a small farming community in Missouri and
had relatives who were Civil War and WWII veterans. He loved to
hear his cousins tell their WWII stories. Often it took a lot of
prodding for them to share their experiences, and he could almost
feel their hurt. But oh, their pride!!!
Riggs developed an interest in the Civil War and visited most of the
battlefields as he studied. He feels you cannot study “War” without
becoming a true patriot, and being thankful to the men and women
who preserved our freedom. Their sacrifices are sometimes
forgotten until we visit the cemeteries and see the headstones.
As a guide at the Colorado State Capitol, Riggs’ love of history
continues and his talk, “Here’s To The Heroes”, was a Memorial Day
talk given to several organizations. Riggs is pictured above with his
three sons, volunteering for flag removal at Fort Logan National
Cemetery, following Memorial Day.

FEBRUARY REFRESHMENTS
LAST NAMES BEGINNING WITH E - J
Those bringing refreshments
please arrive by 6:30 p.m.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

THE LANGUAGE OF FRIENDSHIP
We all remember our first Friendship Force overseas
Journey where the official language was not English.
How will we communicate with our home hosts? Do
I need a Google translator? Is this going to be a
major obstacle? Some of the best, most captivating,
stories from Friendship Force members around the
world are about ambassadors and hosts building
friendships and understanding even when they
didn’t share a common language.
My wife, Linda, and I had our own first-hand
experience being home-hosted in Costa Rica. The
home-host did not speak English. We did not speak
Spanish. Through hand gestures, broken English,
even more broken Spanish, we found simple ways
to communicate. We realized language barriers
could not stand in the way of our budding friendship.
In the conversations that followed, we learned about
each other through carefully chosen words, facial
expressions, and elaborate hand gestures painting
images of our stories in the air. In our short time
together, we learned so much about each other’s
families, experiences, and common zeal for the
Friendship Force mission.
In our Journey to Belgium last June, we were home
hosted by a family with two teenagers. Belgium has
three official languages – French, German and
Dutch. Much to the surprise of the parents, the

children were fluent in English and became our
interpreters . It reminds me of the old joke: you call
someone who speaks two languages bilingual. What
do you call someone who speaks one language? An
American.
Our Friendship Force International president, Jeremi
Snook, sums it up best. As you plan your next
Journey, take a moment to consider and prepare
yourself for what might be a life changing experience
that goes beyond words. From an Australian
ambassador to Japan:
“Being able to stay with and be a part of these

families’ lives was a great experience. Learning a
small amount of their language and having
conversations with them as they practiced their
English was very enjoyable. We had conversations
about our own lives and situations and I felt much
rewarded from the experience. I feel certain that I
will continue to converse and grow the friendship
with some of the people I have met on this Journey.”

In a world riddled with divisions, we cannot let
something as simple and basic as language be a
reason not to strive for more connection. Through
the miracles of new technology and on the shoulders
of over 40 years of hosting and travel, there is no
reason to shy away from an experience to meet new
people who may not speak our language. In fact, we
should embrace it!
John Giles

Feb 2019

page 2

JOURNEYS & CONFERENCES
Dates May Be Subject to Change

2019
MAY 1 – 8 confirmed Outbound Domestic Journey to Dallas #15402
* Need Coordinator to help plan this journey.

MUST Sign up NOW! Last Call!

Early ideas include A visit Early
to Museum
of Art
to viewA an
International
exhibit,
Kennedy
Sixth
ideas
include
visit
to Museum
of Art
to view
an Floor Museum,
enjoying a Cinco de Mayo International
celebration, and more
places
planned.
exhibit, Kennedy 6 Fl Museum, & enjoy a Cinco de
You can join this Journey, contact Anita 619.894.9464 anita.smith22@gmail.com

Mayo celebration, more places planned.

July 17 – 22, 5 nights before International Conference July 23-27, Domestic Inbound
You can join this Journey, contact Anita 619.894.9464
Journey, Dayton, Ohio #15404. Journey Coordinator Anita Smith, WHO ELSE CAN VOLUNTEER TO
anita.smith22@gmail.com
HELP? Sign up sheet is available at our monthly meeting.
July 28 – 31 or Aug 1 Post Conference hosting – informal itinerary. Sign Up sheet is NOW available at
our monthly meetings. Many THANKS to the 9 Denver homes that have signed up to participate.
Sept – dates to TBD Inbound International Journey from Miyagi, JAPAN #15187
*Ilene Americus will serve as Coordinator. Contact her to help, Sign Up sheet at our monthly meeting.
2020
Spring or Fall: Outbound Domestic Journey to Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley FF Club and the
Columbia-Cascade Club.
July 23-27, 2019 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, FF Denver Representative, Lynn Dawson

Favorite activities as evaluated by our visiting ambassadors were the Buffalo Bill Speaker, Anschutz Western
Art Gallery, State Capitol Governor’s Office Welcome and Private Tour, Water Expert Speaker, Banjo Billy Bus
Tour, RiNo Art District and Red Rocks. Also, our Canadian ambassadors gave big kudos to our home hosts,
day hosts and small dinner hosts as well as for the large group meals that we provided during the week.
Thank you to all Denver club members who supported this incoming journey by involvement in so many
different ways! It is through our shared contributions that we create Friendship Force opportunities to
“Experience
differentIS
views.
REGISTRATION
NOWDiscover
OPEN! common
An easyground.”
link to register is on our club’s website home page.
The conference agenda will include 2 days of education/sharing, general business; and 2 days of activities
and socializing events.
Visit www.friendshipforce.org/Journeys to see the complete range of Journeys offered by clubs
throughout the world. Many exciting Journeys are being advertised now for 2019. If you want to travel
internationally, now is the time to review the openings. Explore the world & find your adventure.
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SOCIAL NEWS BULLETIN
SPECIAL NOTE: Check this site in each month’s newsletter for possible planned
activities that all members would be welcome to participate in. It is our hope that
members of our club – that means YOU! – will volunteer to take one month and
then organize a fun outing for that month, with help from former members of the
Social Committee as well as the members-at-large, please contact one of the
Board members if you can help in this important way!!
Here are the current happenings:
LUNCH & MUSEUM DOCENT-LED PRIVATE TOUR – Tuesday, February 26 -- Marilyn Larkin has put
together a wonderful opportunity for us! Lunch at 11:30 a.m. at Rendezvous Café (located in the History
Colorado Center – 1200 N. Broadway/at 12 Avenue in downtown Denver) and 1:00 p.m. docent-led private
tour of History Colorado Center. Please buy your museum tickets ($10/senior) at the museum prior to the
tour. Unfortunately, we are at capacity, but the good news is that everyone who has signed up will be on the
tour.
th

th

LEAP (Leave Everything And Play) Suggestions – How about gathering a group of Friendship Force
friends for… a tour featuring House of Dior haute couture?
“Dior: From Paris to the World” exhibit at the Denver Art Museum is open now through March 3rd.

MUNCH LUNCH BUNCH – Saturday,
January 26
The Munch Lunch Bunch was hankering for
crepes, so fourteen us went on a great “Crepe
Escape” escapade! It was a fun afternoon
with lots of laughter and lively conversation.
We met at Euro Crepes, an establishment on
South Broadway. They had a selection of both
savory and sweet crepes, each named after a
city or country in Europe, which made for
much reminiscing. Thank you, Luree Miller,
for planning this.
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JANUARY PROGRAM REPORT

by Steve Crocker

The program for January was two surprise presentations by members Anita Smith and Pat Welch, stepping in
for Leslie Hawkinson, whose talk on “Antarctica and beyond” was postponed until March.
Anita showed us a beautiful video from her trip to Japan last June, with her grandson, Hunter, and
members of Global Youth. It was an intergenerational trip, with 10 adults and 15 youngsters – from Russia
Australia, & the USA. The trip began in Tokyo and ended at the base of Mt. Fuji, which was shrouded in fog
when they arrived.
Highlights included:
•

Meigi Jingu Shinto shrine in Tokyo. The shrine (completed in 1920) is dedicated to the deified spirits of
the emperor Meigi and his wife Shoken, who restored Japanese imperial rule and strengthened the
army. Colorful barrels of sake, donated to the shrine, line one of the paths.

•

Miyajimi Island. This is a beautiful place in a pastoral setting. The tame deer roam freely through the
woods in this UNESCO World Heritage site.

•

Children’s Peace Monument in Hiroshima. This is a memorial for the thousands of child victims of the
atomic bomb dropped over Hiroshima in 1945.

Hunter lives in
South Dakota
The group traveled by express boat and rail pass. As a rule, the cars are so crowded that uniformed
attendants wearing white gloves pack you in. Riders (standers, in effect) look at their smart phones or sleep
upright, held in place by the crowd.
Through their hosts in Fukuyama, they participated in several Japanese family practices –a tea ceremony,
sushi preparation, calligraphy. Anita and her grandson had a wonderful time. The futon beds of their hosts,
though low, were comfortable. They were grateful that nearly everyone they met knew at least some English!

continued on page 6
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JANUARY PROGRAM REPORT, continued
The second presentation was by Pat Welch. She brought along dozens of colorful items she designed and
made -- shirts, blouses, vests, scarves, place mats – all put together from strips of cloth. The colors were
vibrant: emerald green, blue indigo, red, orange – a rainbow profusion. She sometimes uses elastic yarn to
make gathers and give body to her creations. Each item is a unique product of meticulous craftsmanship.
Pat employs many techniques: weaving,
crazy quilting and modified Bargello
embroidery, appliqué, even painting on
fabric. She uses dissolvable fabric to create
delicate tracery for flowers and complex
designs that can be stitched on to the base
material.
The result is a kind of brilliant folk art that
you can wear. Anything can be used, even
clothesline, which Pat wound around in a
circle pattern to make a small corded black
and white basket.
Pat, a long-time teacher of fiber arts, uses
8 different sewing machines. She’s a
master of the art of creative sewing. When
she sets out to make a piece, she doesn’t
create a pattern first, she lets the fabric
talk to her. She’ll take a square of cloth,
cut it twice horizontally and twice vertically
and assemble the bits into something new
and striking.
Both men and women enjoyed her colorful presentation and were in awe of the creativity and technical skills
demonstrated by the finished products.
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Our website host announces ………
OUR MEMBER DIRECTORY IS NOW AN APP for Android phone users
(requires Android version 5.1 or later). This was available first for IOS phones as shown in
our Sept 2018 newsletter.
• Simply download the free Wild Apricot for Members app on your device; log in with your email

& password, the same you use on our website.
• You will be able to see your profile (a photo and personal write up information if you have added
into our website), and find all of the members by clicking on the bottom left icon
• You can look up a member's contact information without a printed directory
or look up the date of an upcoming event
An EVENTS icon at the bottom will show our club's calendar

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
I am excited and busy getting ready to participate in Friendship
Force International’s Festival at Sea. I will be joining 150 other FF
club members, who will be coming from six different countries all
around the world. We will begin by flying to Buenos Aires,
Argentina. After a short pre-trip extension to Iguazu Falls, we will
board the Zaandam, a Holland America cruise ship. We will sail
south, round Cape Horn, cruise the Straits of Magellan, and end up
in Santiago, Chile. Along the way we’ll (hopefully) visit the
Falkland Islands, Ushuaia, the End of the World, Tierra del Fuego,
and several penguin rookeries.
Jeremi Snook, FFI president, will be our host, and there will be at least three FFI board members in the
group, including the chair and co-chair. I expect that we’ll have plenty of time to get to know each
other, to participate in learning and club growth seminars, and to explore the exciting territory we will be
cruising through. I hope to see lots of penguins, and come home with many new ideas.
Anita Smith has kindly offered to do the March newsletter, in spite of being scheduled for knee
replacement surgery. She could use some help! Newsletter submittals will be due on Feb. 22 nd
instead of the 24th, because of the short month. I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the March
program, and hearing from our rescheduled Jan speaker about her experiences in the area.
Carol Coriell
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CALENDAR

2019

BOARD MEETING*
Tuesday 1:00 p.m. – 3 p.m.

FEB 5

FEBRUARY PROGRAM*
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.

FEB 12

FEBRUARY REFRESHMENTS
LAST NAMES BEGINNING WITH
E-J
THOSE BRINGING REFRESHMENTS
PLEASE ARRIVE BY 6:30

WORLD FRIENDSHIP DAY

MAR 1

BOARD MEETING*
Tuesday 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

MAR 5

MARCH PROGRAM*
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.

MAR 12

BOARD MEETING*
Tuesday 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

APR 2

APRIL PROGRAM*
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.

APR 9

BOARD MEETING*
Tuesday 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

MAY 7

MAY PROGRAM*
Tuesday, 6:45 – 9:00 p.m.

MAY 14

BOARD MEETING*
Tuesday 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

JUNE 4

DAYTON Inbound Journey
WORLD CONFERENCE
Post Conference Hosting

JULY 17-22
JULY 23 – 27
JULY 28-31

NOTE: The official start time of the
monthly meetings is now 6:45 p.m.
*Board meetings and monthly meetings
are held at 6500 E. Girard Ave., Denver
80224. All members are welcome at
board meetings; guests are always
welcome at programs.

Feb 2019

HELP WANTED
Our club needs a volunteer to work on the
MEMBERSHIP committee. This job would
involve receive membership payments and
record the information in our website
(training will be provided), deliver checks
to the treasurer, review & update
membership forms for our club, and
provide attendance information at our
monthly meeting. You would become a
VIP – Very Important Person on our
membership committee.
Contact Anita Smith
anita.smith22@gmail.com
619-894-9564

MEMBER NEWS
Michael Summers has sold his house in
Longmont; however, his mother’s house is
still on the market. He has purchased a
house in Washington state and will be
moving in February 6th. His company
(Thule) has transferred him to their
company in Washington State.
New member Sharon Buchan is recovering
from shoulder surgery.
Sue Palmer, regional representative to FFI,
reports that Debbie Powell and her World
Conference committee will soon be
working on assigning volunteers to help
with bags, the information table, etc. She
will keep us posted as more information
becomes available.
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Experience Different Views.
Discover Common Ground.

Friendship Force Denver
Carol Coriell, Newsletter Editor
7900 W. Layton Ave., #846
Littleton CO 80123
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